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FORCE CANNOT SECURE 


WORLD PEACE | 


Laurence Housman on the. Weakness 
of Federal Union—and the Alternative 


7HILE the Government is still sedulously avoiding making a definite 
statement of our peace aims, Federal Union as a solution of the European 
problem when the war comes to an end is now very much in the public mind ; 
and it has been favourably received and discussed by many schools of thought 


which are not pacifist. 


This readiness to discuss and to consider favourably so revolutionary a proposal is probably due to 
8eneral recognition that the continued and increasing rivalry of the states of Europe has made an impossible 
Situation, and that the solution offered under the present constitution of the League of Nations has broken 
down. But though the approach to Federal Union is made over the battered and dismembered body of 
the League of Nations, and with the consciousness that it has failed, the failure of Federal Union is just as 
likely, and is indeed as inevitable, if the inclusion of military sanctions, which was one of the main causes 
of the failure of the League of Nations, is persisted in. 


It was continued belief in war as a final remedy which induced those who framed the constitution of the League of Nations 
to include military as well as economic sanctions in its provisions; and it is not even yet sufficiently recognized how much 
€ provision of that false approach to collective security caused defection from the League at the beginning, and has resulted 


_in its great failure now. 


Objectors Total 


26,681 


SINCE conscription was introduced last 
year 26.681 men have registered as 
Conscientious objectors. 


Of the 323,752 men who registered on 
aturday, 5,332 declared themselves con- 
SCientious objectors—just over 1.6 per cent. 


The percentage of COs has thus declined 
Slightly from the previous average of about 
WO percent. This may be due to cases of men 
tefusing to register. 
h Since ‘conscription was introduced’ some COs 
“ave maintained that this is the only logical 
Course in any case and the conduct of the 
Ibunals has led others to follow their example. 
p Reuben P Dodd, a Hackney member of the 
face Pledge Union, for instance, writes to 
«ace News: “If a CO denies the right of the 
ibunal to judge his conscience then it seems to 
“te that simple logic requires that he should 
per decline to appear before a tribunal or, as 
have done, decline to register at all.” 
= 4n Parliament on Thursday of last week it was 
lated that the number of cases dealt with by 
Cal tribunals up to February 24 totalled 8,335. 
tic these, 1,078 were registered as COs uncondi- 
~ONally, 3.738 were registered on condition that 


Ney undertook civil work 2,040 were registered | 


od non-combatant duties in the armed forces, 
141,479 were removed from the COs’ register. 


© Picketing” Denial 


At some labour exchanges on Saturday PPU 
Mbers handed leaflets to men arriving to 
gister. This has again led to adverse press 
Omment about “picketing.” The national 
irman of the PPU, Dr. Alex Wood, replies to 
ch allegations at a London meeting on Satur- 
8Y (reported on page 5). 
tn fe denicd that the PPU had organized picket- 
8 to try to persuade young men to sign as con- 
Entious objectors. In Some places, he said, 
the: £0lng to register were told what procedure 
Bue should adopt, and what their rights were. 
m the idea of attempting, at the last moment, 
a Persuade any young_man to become a CO was 
‘0 Olly of which no responsible PPU member 
Uld be guilty.” e 
ag on young men who on Saturday registered 
ing Os have also written to Peace News point- 
Sahat the futility of any such proceeding. They 
fain se ‘A conscientious objector worthy of the 
‘Q he holds should know exactly what to do 
do ‘a ave the courage and the sense of poise to 


oe” the Great War there were about 18,000 
7€Ctors.) 


vision of Military Sanctions was the main 
reason why America remained outside the 
League? The general impression is that 
when the terms of the League were pre- 
sented to the people of the United States 
by President Wilson for acceptance, a 
majority decided against it. That is not 
so ; there was an actual majority in favour ; 
but under the terms of the Constitution, 
it had to be a two-thirds majority, and of 
that it fell short. And the reason why it 
did so was that with the inelusion of 
Military Sanctions the people of America 
saw the danger of being once more 
involved in a European war not of their 
own making. 


Effect of Sanctions 


They, like ourselves, had gone into the 
War idealistically, and before the War 
ended, they were disillusioned. The Secret 
Treaties had been disclosed, and there was 
the further discovery—or if not discovery, 
a very wide-spread belief—that the com- 
pelling reason which brought America into 
the War was the fear that, if the Allies lost, 
certain armament firms dnd others, which 
had supplied them to a vast amount of 
credit, would be bankrupted. Whether that 
es, true or not. the suspicion of it, com- 
bined with the adverse effect of the Secret 
Treaties on the public mind, swayed 
American opinion to the extent of depriv- 
ing the League of the necessary majority 
for its acceptance. 

There, then, you have a very important 
defection from the setting-up of the 
League, brought about by war-mindedness 
—a belief that Military Sanctions could 
give it strength. Those who have studied 
the history of the League from that time 
to now must know perfectly well that 
Military Sanctions did not give strength, 
but weakness. They have sometimes been 
threatened, with adverse results ; they have 
never been used, nor has the fact that they 
existed ever had any beneficient effect in 
solving a single problem that has come 
before the League of Nations; they have 
only served to produce disunion and 
suspicion. . P 

Britain’s Aims 

The inclusion of Military Sanctions 

‘twenty years ago gave the League the 


How many people realize that the pro- 


death-wound of which it has been dying 
ever since. Had the League been a more 
impartial tribunal, more impartial in its 
constitution and more impartial in its 
actions, it might have survived the blow; 
but it has to be recognized that the League 
was manipulated from the beginning into 
an instrument for establishing a status quo, 
which was unjust. It was devised largely 
for maintaining the Treaty of Versailles, 
which has now broken down, and the 
League has broken down with it. 

And now, as a substitute for the League, 
comes the proposal for Federal Union. If 
that proposal is approached and planned 
out with a similar intention of maintaining 
the terms of the peace treaty which is to 
follow this war, it can only have security 
of life if that peace treaty is the impartial 
embodiment of peace aims which could be 
stated here and now in such terms as to 
win world approval. The Government 
protests that it cannot state its peace terms 
without consultation and agreement with 
our Allies. That may be true; but there 
is all the difference between peace terms 
and peace aims. 

What we are aiming for may be some- 
thing very much better, than what we shall 
be able to get as the result of a war fought 
either to a finish (with material ruin for 
both sides alike as its result) or incon- 
clusively without victory for either: and 
it may well be that the country as a whole 
desires a declaration of peace aims more 
generous and more international ‘in charac- 
ter and in the benefits they would confer, 


than our present Government is as yet 
willing to sponsor. 


What We Could Do 


Peace terms must wait for a Peace 
Conference, and will have to depend very 
much on the fortunes of a war of which 
the outcome is by no means sure to be so 
favourable as thase who believe in war as 
a remedy for wrong like to pretend. But 
we can here and now put forward peace | 
aims of which the whole world would 
heartily approve, and in which a defeated, | 
or even an undefeated Germany could find 
a good deal of satisfaction. There are 
certain things well within our power to 
offer, independently of our Allies, for the 


(Continued on back page.) 
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MADARIAGA’S 
PRINCIPLES 


SENOR SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA, 
the great Spanish statesman, has drawn 

up the following “Principles of World 

Unity ” for the World Unity movement : 


(1) Any grouping of individuals whose in- 
terests and opinions are interdependent make a 
community and such a community cannot enjoy 
peace unless it evolves a system of laws and a 
government, 

(2) Just as my life and that uf my family 
depend on the life of my town and on that of 
my country, they all depend on events outside 
the frontiers of my country. 

(3) Therefore, not only are my family, my 
town and my country communities, but there is 
a world community also—which has yet to be 
organized—and I am a member of it. 

(4) All these communities are intimately re- 
lated: nations are limbs of the world ccm- 
munity as individuals are limbs of the nation, 
so that to help or harm one is to h2'p or harm 
all. 

(5) Men must grow to realize their citizen- 
ship of the wider community, the potential 
World Commonwealth; loyalty to the world 
Commonwealth is the natural dev2lopment of 
patriotism and indeed its highest form. 

(6) Since all men are one community, 
differences between them—whether of race, 
opinion, class or creed—can never be fitly 
settled by violence: all wars are civi! wars. 

(7) Peace rests on the free offer of service 
to the World Community from its members and 
to its members from the World Community, 
within a system of laws generally accepted as 
adequate. 

(8) The welfare of humanity and of the 
whole community of nations is in reality 
identical with the ultimate welfare of each 
single nation and each individual therein. 

(9) The intelligent organization of life on the 
planet is the highest political duty of man. 

(10) To establish firmly a World Common- 
wealth on this foundation should be the 
supreme aim of the statesman. 
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"THE Russo-Finnish settlement—if we 

may assume ratification—will be wel- 
comed not only by pacifists but by the 
pubfic generally. The British public did 
not relish a continuance of the Russo- 
Finnish war, and regarded with apprehen- 
sion the possibility of the extension of the 
major war to include Russia and all the 
Scandinavian States. 


It is now clear, as Peace News has all 
along contended, that Russia’s aim was 
mainly strategic in a policy of power— 
politics against the aims or the believed 
aims of the Western Powers. How far the 
Allies were responsible for Finland's 
resistance is not yet known, but those who 


| A Pacifist Commentary . . . edited by “Observer” 


After the Finnish Settlement 
Where Does Labour Stand ? 
A Disclaimer from the P.P.U. 
The Hitler Spirit at Home 


far as the activities of the Peace Pledge Union 
and its policy are controlled, either locally 
through group-leaders or nationally through the 
National Council and Executive, the innuendo 
is completely false, and to a very large extent 


speech in which Sir Cyril declared that 
“the restoration of civilization must de 
pend on the maintenance of an irresistible 
Air Force, an undefeatable Navy, and a 


tiation, backing its belief by sending peace 
ambassadors, wisely chosen among. its 
various national sections, to interview the 
belligerent governments. Today they urge 
the support of another travelling ambassa- 
dor, in pressing the Government to use the 
occasion of Mr. Sumner Welles’ visit “to 
intimate their readiness to enter into 
negotiations with a view to ascertaining if 
it is possible to make peace on a basis 
which commends itself as just to the USA 
and to neutral opinion in general.” 


x 
L.N.U. Pointer ? 


ANY leaders of the former “ collective 


Marcl 


Na 
| we 


ter 


want to see the bloodshed in Finland the same folk are in positions of responsibility strong Army.” oR f h anothe 
. i today who were in the early days of the move- security ” school of thought are now 
stopped as a step toward removing the 
underlying causes of the conflict can only pient, * demanding vigorous prosecution of the wa:. Somett 
rejoice that the extension of hostilities to, “Moreover, on one, cerasion we were offered on ne It would be interesting to know to what J thing- 
Scandinavia has been averted. Ba Vie Was. Lede miben GE ihe iritish: Unione! Catholic C.0.s ae pee still supported by their erma 
4 ; ignificant is the Fascists. We discussed whether this contribu- “J DO not see how any reasonable person igo : ’ 
ieee i CA ia and Sweden tion ought to be accepted, and in view of the I me ta ante ueuainte ee ex. _ rhe query is prompted by a resolution ae 
strong reluctance of y it should {2¢t that the aims and methods of the British ject tc Bhs *" adopted unanimously at a recent meeting : ‘ 
to become involved in the war. should Union of Fascists were not those of the Pledge Pounded by the Prime Minister. As a con- of the executive Commuttee pe ihe Norta Tegard 
not be forgotten that the Allies have done Pledge Union, the committee decided that the sequence, no Catholic can be a conscien- Hackney branch of the League of Nations and gc 
everything in their power to bring these peep aeD Bh has Sore since . lake tious objector.” Union . This 
: * received it wou have been. in our judgment, é ice : ; S 
two States on to their side. Norwaygand tantamount to receiving money under false pre- The Rector of St. Mary's, Warrinetan The committee, “believing that the German Our pt 
Sweden have had to resist pressure from tences This decision was made public in (Fr. Chamberlain) is reported in the people should be informed that there is an alter- ta 
: ; Pp z - ; be ” ore en 
both sides but have been unable to identify Peace News.” Catholic Herald as having said that at his native to the Nazi's battlecry, * Victory or Exter- first w 
their salvation with an alliance with either. * church on March 3. ae fe ed roe Ge eae hoe terms 
A well-known Catholic priest comments: caust, urges H.M. Government, in collaboration of “x 
“A statement that ne Catholic can be a con- with the French Government, to declare and terms 
Influence for Peace Hitlerism Triumphant ? scientious objector is a contradiction in terms. publish to the world at the earliest possible ges 
E i t Moral theology teaches that every moral decision moment terms upon which the Allies would cease Ther 
That, by the way, is a very Ampor ant 7 ast week’s Peace News quoted an must be governed by the conscience, and to state hostilities, and these terms, which should be just terms 
augury for the future. If, as this attitude a. extract from an article by G. Ward that no Catholic can object to war, ¢ven if his and honourable to all the belligerent peoples last ti; 
suggests, the little States of North-Western Pri Z 2 : : . conscience directs him to do so,would be to and should hold promise of a new international fi 
: ‘ li ir fut nll be « picenn the Daily Mail showing how OU exempt Catholics from the universal moral law. order, be conveyed ceaselessly into enemy terri- uve m 
Europe be ieve that their uture Ww! : Regional Civil Defence Commissioners “Moreover, I have yet to learn that the Catholic tory by all ways and means and especially by if we , 
jeopardized by allying with either side in are virtually Gauleiters, and declaring : Church has declared the British Government's the distribution of leaflets.” larly t, 
the major European war, their determina- “ By the end of the war such powers will eevee be de fide—obliging the assent of the Resolutions of this nature have became to imp 
tion to hold aioof may be a weighty factor have become familiar and are likely to be : quite common at local Labour Party and anythi 


in the scale of peace in the critical days 
ahead 

In view of this situation one is entitled 
to ask whether Mr. D. R. Grenfell ex- 
pressed the view of the Labour Party and 


maintained.” 

On Wednesday of last week The Times 
reported Sir Cyril Norwood, President of 
St. John’s College. Oxford, as saying that, 
for a generation after this war, it would be 


* 


“Freedom” of the Press 


ROM certain reports in the press—with 
notable and honourable exceptions. 


trades union meetings; is the rank-and-file 
of the LNU coming round to a similar point 
of view? 


“PEACE NOW!” 


A!T™ 


W 


whether that view represents the rank- highly desirable and necessary that more especially the Manchester Guardian nguinPnledertmabiaw perce hewecocac nace We 
and-file of Labour opinion in the country universal military service should be re- —one would scarcely have guessed that the by the Rev. H. Ingli lames Hee ne the Over ti 
when he said (according to The Times on tained in England, otherwise we should Women’s International League, at its Christian Pacifist Political Movement, in a Were ¢ 
February 28) that if Great Britain were speedily come to disaster. annual meetings last week, was urging Pamphlet just published. : Europ 
forced to declare war against Soviet Russia He was speaking to RAF men in France. peace by negotiation. meee eee eS Hegce. aN pit paeosts 7 ctms. 
1! eae Se Bde Bae Monday’s Times carried a report of another In 1915 this League went all out for nego- Movement at 23 Clara Strect, Stcke, Coventry. Sp mi 
| iolidly behind that decision. oubt it. : inanci 
the w 
y * 66 a3 
| THEREFORE” .. . . . . By WILFRED WELLOCK }{ eu 
Tr 
I “Penetration” of Sumscr 
W the P.P.U. VISION—AND THE TRIBUNALS | 
’ j a - « ° 
\ A LETTER has been sent to The Times, Sa 
*™ over the signatures of Lord Ponsonby, j LIKE many others in recent weeks, that they have been misunderstood. and to respond would be to betray his deepest * Ow 
y! Dr. Alex Wood and Stuart Morris, dealing ? have had the harassing experience of that they have been given a decision which instincts. _ ant or 
with the suggestion that the Peace Pledge studying the conscientious objectors’ tribu- compromises their future, places them in a So he sits before the tribunal, inarticu- a ied 
Union is becoming a cover for propagenda nals, the conditions in which young men, false position, the evil effects of which they late. helpless. The former does not under- thi are 
by Fascists and Communists, who are unaccustomed to public utterance, are ex- may feel for many years. stand, and its assumptions make it impos- it Ing 
alleged to be penetrating the pacifist pected to explain the foundations of their sible for the applicant to unburden his ls 
eee? faith. The effect is one of extreme depres- r soul. So the latter, baffled. leaves the tri- Said w 
aa eee rs raveaee (ya ible” h sion. ’ Two Worlds bunal with conditional exemption and a these { 
Titer aaa aes at Pea he ey ; One finds a bench of public men who What this class of CO is most deeply con- heavy heart. Which 
increasing by something like a thousand a month appear to approach their task sincerely and scious of is that they are standing between 
to know whether any who join us are members with the desire to be fair. But they put two worlds, and that they must seck to A Question 
of other organizations, and we have always questions which reveal that they have no terminate the one world, and to attempt,. 7 


accepted the names of any who are prepared 
to sign our pledge card. 


comprehension of the outlook and idealism 


And this further question arises :— 


haps at grea i i af 2 : 
perhaps at great pain and sacrifice, to WIN noes this age, its Church and its priests 


the other. 


- ; which are the soul of the pacifist faith, . aan < 5 
Wepican. however. - (pane are be 9° sucstionsyhich carry afin prion’ that are The dying world is founded on human ex- eae area phate Ch Sade th 4S 
the antithesis of that faith. The chief of Ploitation, involving a class-dominated lostatian are A Fock ee eatve ha isa eta SS 
’ NO ] those assumptions is that the CO seel:3 to society, fierce competition for world ea Pera; ie ey ae oon a in blis 
BECOME A N-SMOKER , escape a public obligation, and thus that he Markets, leading to war,: imperialism, eee Reed Cree scan) and ini harr 
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and PUBLICITY 


ought not to be allowed to make that escape 
easily. 

What has struck me most in my study of 
the tribunals is that many of the applicants, 
and more especially those who have 
thought out their case most completely, 
have felt the hopelessness of the situation, 
the impossibility, in the circumstances, of 
explaining the bases of their faith. 

These young men are expected to explain 
things which can only be explained in 
heart-to-heart talks between sympathetic 
minds. They go before the tribunals con- 
scious of ideals and principles which con- 
flict with the world of today, and to which 
they must above all things remain faithful. 


Telephone: «- - « = « 1234 : Poa: 
ani e Cie done They leave the tribunals conscious that Problem of the best contribution they can Kuou can 
100% Members Peace Pledge Union| | they have completely failed to unburden make to the successful transition from the ff “if 
world that is obviously collapsing before arror 


their souls; to do justice to their cause; 


Tf so, then there cat 
be no other conclusion than that the world 
still looks for a Saviour. If Christ could 
have supported this war, he might havé 
been the High Priest of Jersusalem, or i 


monopoly, and, finally, totalitarianism. 

The new world rests on the recognition 
of human personality and human rights. 
Its aim is ever-widening eand_ ever- 
deepening fellowship, and its method co- 
operation. It a¢écepts and spreads abun- 
dance, and trains ifs sons to be creaters, to 
become their best through giving their best, 
and to find in the fellowship of free, 
creative souls their highest well-being. In 
such a world there is no occasion for war, 
class or international. 

The men for whom I speak realize the 
conflict between these two worlds in the 
depths of their souls, and at this stage of 
their development are confronting the 


or York, but he would not have been thé 
Prince of Peace, the Saviour of the World. 


Gj eae MY SASA 


| 


our eyes, to the new world which they 
know must be born guickly if mankind is 
to be saved from the calamity of universal 


born later, the Archbishop of CanterbutyY | 


totalitarianism or universal and ceaseless 
war, 
But how are they to get all this out in 
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the atmosphere, and amidst the propa- 
ganda of today, or in reply to such ques- 
tions of the tribunal as: “ What is there in 
Christ’s teaching which would forbid you 
to render assistance to a wounded soldier?” 

In such questions the sympathies of the 
CO are appealed to, and the appeal tempts 
him to forsake the New World which is 
calling him; yet in his soul he knows that 
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“Give new hope to the German people—by deeds, 
not by more words.” 
of SIR RICHARD ACLAND’S article last week. 


PEACE NEWS 


er 
<r es ~ ————_. 


This was 


the substance 


In this, his second and concluding article he shows 


ow We Can Start Now To 
Build a Better Post-War 


We are to be saved from perhaps a 

ten-year war, five million dead, and 
another peace built on hate, we must do 
Something—not say something but do some- 
thing—to enable the better elements in 
Germany to overcome the worst. 


if a previous article I suggested that if 


I would like to state the matter in 
another way which does not require us to 
regard Germans as divided up into sheep 
and goats, good elements and bad. 


This evil thing, this Nazism, which it is 
Our purpose to bring to an end. may be 
taken to have a first and second wind. The 
first wind consists of “ We will impose our 
terms on you.” The second wind consists 
of “Never, never will you impose your 
€rms on us like you did last time.” 

Then if we are determined to impose our 
€tms on them—more or less like we did 
ast time—we do face a ten-year war and 
five million dead. We can only avoid this 
if we can prove to the world, and particu- 
arly to the Germans, that we are not going 
O impose anything like the same terms in 
anything like the same way. 


After the Last War 


AFTER the last war, what was it that 
we did to the Germans? 

We established a military domination 
Over them. For over ten years while they 
Were disarmed, our word was law all over 
Europe simply because we possessed the 
arms. We also took all their colonies. 
But most important of all we established a 
financial domination over them by which 
‘Ne whole of their economic life was 
indebted to our financiers, by which their 
°pportunities for development were cir- 
Cumscribed, and by which they were 
Teduced to unemployment and bankruptcy 

€ like of which we have never known. 


Now I ask whether anything has been 
Said or done by anyone in authority on the 
Allied side in this war which suggests that 
We are not going to do the same sort of 
“lng again. It is important to notice that 

_is not enough for something to be 
Said which suggests that we may not do 
these things. Something has to be done 
Which will prove that we will not do them. 


The Germans Remember 


WE must face the fact that Herr Hitler 
has restored spirit and enthusiasm to 

the German people by calling on them to 
€stablish a world with which they can live 
M harmony by reason of its being a world 
°rdered in accordance with the full release 
every immoral desire in the hearts of 


® Germans. What reply can we make 
to that ? 


—— 
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Spring Issue, 7d. post free, from Publisher, 
50 Langley Way, West Wickham, Kent, 
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Unitarian Publications Free 


"WHAT UNITARIANS BELIEVE" 
Th By DOROTHY TARRANT, M.A., Ph.D. 
ts 


ial, and other publications sent free; also 
~~ on Unitarianism. Apply by letter to 
mV. Ethel Kay, 154 Stepney Green, E.!. 


World 


It is no use our putting out a lot of pro- 
paganda which in the last resort means 
that we are going to try to go back to the 
nice orderly world of, say, 1927. The 
Germans remember that world and have no 
intention of going back to it. We have to 
show our own people, s:.sw the neutrals, 
and show the Germans, that we are going 
to move forward to a wholly new world, a 
world in which not merely the German 
people, but all people, will reach a harmony 
with themselves and with each other, by 
reason of there being established a world 
order based on all that is moral in man—a 
world order in which he can leave behind 
him his evil desires. . 


What kind of a world would this be? 


An Immoral System 


WE should face the fact that our pre- 

sent economic system is immoral. It 
is not merely that its abuses such as corner- 
ing the wheat market, fixing a job with 
the officials, pushing bogus shares are 
wrong. The very essence of our system is 
wrong. 

In our system each man is told that it 
it his duty to promote his own self- 
interest. This is in diametric opposition to 
the Christian religion which teaches us to 
love our neighbours as ourselves. We will 
never build a stable harmonious world 
except it be upon the foundation of com- 
mon ownership of all th2 means of 
production on which all men will co- 
operate and work together producing all 
they can and sharing the produce equitably 
amongst all. 

Moreover it is by taking the first steps 
towards this organization of society that we 
can convince the Germans that we are not 
seeking to re-establish a finar-:ial domina- 
tion over them. 

Next it is immoral that we should receive 
cheap sugar, cocoa, bananas and that our 
big companies should receive rich dividends 
out of the underpaid labour of coloured 
people. All the resources of India and of 
all Colonies should be developed for the 
benefit only of the people who live there, 
and they are the best judges of their own 
best interests. 

It may be that some of them will need 
technical advice from white people for 
several years. Then let this advice be given 
internationally and not by one nation alone. 
Moreover it is only by setting out towards 
this policy and asking for German co-opera- 
tion in giving advice to all Colonies both 
theirs and ours that we can show them we 
are not just fighting to retain our economic 
hold on their possessions. 

Lastly it is immoral that private nations 
should “own” private armies. Last time 
we allowed nations to go on owning their 
own armies, but we made them promise not 
to use them except to defend any nation 
that was attacked. I am convinced beyond 
doubt that this plan could have worked if 
the world economic crisis had not swept 
the Conservative Party (which never 
understood the plan) into power in 1931. 
But once the plan has failed, it is no use 
having the same plan all over again. 


After This War? 


FTER this war, let us have no privately 
owned armies at all. If we can per- 
suade the whole world to agree, then 
immediately armed force throughout the 
world will drop to the level of an adjunct 
to the ordinary civil police force just in 
case something should happen which the 
police could not handle, and (this is the 
important thing) this force would have to 
be manned by the private soldiers of all 
participating countries meeting each other 
as human beings not perhaps in every 
platoon, but at least in every battalion. ' 
If a number of countries chose to remain 
outside, then I should foar this inter- 


national force would have to be rather 
larger until such time as they chose to come 
in. But it would still be wholly inter- 
national and I just do not believe that men 
who had once shared the same barracks 
would ever occupy opposing trenches. In- 
cidentally there would be very little for the 
international armed force to do, and I 
would have them all educated during ser- 
vice to the standards of an Oxford or Cam- 
bridge graduate. 

Moreover, it is by taking the first steps 
towards this proposal that we can convince 
the Germans that we do not intend another 
military domination of their country. 

In each case I have said “take the first 
steps towards...” I would be too much 
to hope that we could establish common 
ownership in full, could finally free India 
and the Colonies, and could establish an 
international army, before the end of the 
war. But if we mean to avoid ten years 
war, five million dead, and a peace built on 
hate, we must take the first very definite 
steps towards all these things under the 
leadership of men who are known most 
passionately to desire them. 


The War and a New 
World Order 


“You wanted to bomb Berlin” was one of the 
cries with which a handful of fascists shouted 
down Mr. H. G. Welis when he spoke to 3,000 
people in the Central Hall, Westminster, on 
Tuesday, on the principles of a new world order. 

Senor de Madariaga, who also spoke, referring 
to Mr. Wells’s remark that we were at war be- 
cause ‘the State” told us to fight. commented 
that he could not see Mr. Wells being made to 
fight if he did not want to. 

Great as was the reception for Mr. Wells, it 
was Middleton Murry who found the greatest 
support in the crowded hall for his utterances, 
particularly when he referred to the chairman's 
(Dr. C. E. M. Joad’s) and Mr. Wells’s remarks 
suggesting that the war must be fought out first 
and then the new world order brought about. 

“It would be quite dishonest in me,” said Mr. 
Murry, “to conceal my conviction that if this 
war is allowed ta proceed to its bitter end there 
will not be the physical or moral energy in 
Europe to make a new world order.” 

The meeting was organized by the National 
Peace Council. 


C.0.8’ National 


Convention 


A national convention for COs will be held in 
Friends House, Euston Road. London, N.W.1, on 
Saturday and Sunday, March 30 and 31. It is 
being called by the Central Board for COs, 
which represents twenty organizations con- 
cerned with religious and political objectors. 
Particulars of the convention mav be obtained 
from Miss Nancy Browne, Central Board for 
COs, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 


= 


THE A.G.M. 


By G. CHARLES BALDWIN 
(Nottingham and District) 


N Saturday, April 27. active members 
— from Groups all over the country will, 
expect, throng into Friends House, in 
the Euston Road, for the 3rd Annual 
General Meeting of the Peace Pledge 


Union. 

A notable feature of the first AGM was the 
way in which we all wrangled over the sugges- 
tion that the PPU should have a “ proper” con- 
stitution. As near as I could judge it was about 
fifty-fifty, and after some hours discussion, as 
neither side seemed to be making much headway 
it was decided to shelve the matter until the 
following year. As everyone knows, at the 
second AGM, after all sorts of amendments had 
been quite happily disposed of, we all agreed 
to the form of constitution which the PPU has 
now adopted, without a single dissentient vote. 

We have now had twelve months under the 
new constitution, and so far we have not noticed 
any signs of the over-organization that was 
feared by some people, nor has there been any 
loss of the true spirit of Facifism that was 
thought by others to be the inevitable result of 
such a change in the structure of our m3vement. 
After the last AGM one permanent official in 
a most doleful voice. said to me. “ Well, that’s 
that!’ and from that I gathered that he was 
prepared for the worst. 

There is one thing that I should like to see 
done on April 27, and that is for all delegates 
and others present to stand up, before the pro- 
ceedings actually commence, and _ together 
verbally renew the Pledge to emphasize that what 
we pledged ourselves to in time of peace still 
stand in time of war. 

At. the last AGM we budgeted for ar expendi- 
ture in 1939-40 of £10,000; what is to te the 
amount of our budget for 1940-41? particularly 
when we remember that whercas at the moment 
we are only spending at the rate of £10,000 a 
year for World Peace, the Government is spend- 
ing £6,000,000 a day on the war! 

That is one thing we must think about before 
the next AGM—the size of our budget and how 
we are to raise the money. 

Provision was made in the budget for this year 
for the expenditure of £2,000 on Area Organiza- 
tion, but for one reason or another it was 
decided not to proceed with this item. with the 
exception of one or two small matters in certain 
districts and the continued employment of the 
Roving Ambassador. 

What are we going to do this year with regard 
to Area Organization? ,That is another point for 
the consideration of the Groups before the AGM. 

We are now just beginning to feel some sort 
of official opposition to our activities and the 
different forms of misrepresentation always 
levelled against an unpopuar movement such as 
ours ; such opposition should surely stimulate us 
to double and redouble our activities. 

Unfortunately, our activities are limited to 
what our funds will permit. If we could only 
spend in one year what the country is spending 
in one day on the war, what an impression on 
the public we could make, and the people we 
could reach, people who have not yet heard of 
the PPU. 

I think that finance is going to be a subject of 
great importance at the next AGM. 


By DENIS RILEY 
(Yorkshire) 


P.U. workers in Yorkshire experience 
the difficulties—and the joys—found 
in almost every other single area. 

For the “ county of the broad acres” embraces 
great manufacturing towns and sparsely popu- 
lated rural areas, black colliery districts and 
sunny inland spas, garrison towns and cathedral 
towns, busy sea ports and sleeny seaside resorts, 
thriving armament centres and peaceful market 
towns. 

With us the year has seen much hard work 
but no spectacular progress. Although Bradford's 
wool men say of their trade that “it goes up 
like a rocket—and comes down like the —stick,” 
Yorkshire folk generally are more concerned for 

(Continued on page 8) 
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AND THE 


SOCIAL REVOLUTION 


THERE are two sides to pacifism and 

most of us have temperamental lean- 
ings towards one side or the other. Some 
concentrate on the conflicts that lie deep 
in ourselves and our society and which 
find their natural, and in some sense in- 
evitable, expression in war. Others see 
their immediate task as dealing with the 
worst symptoms, not because they are 
blind to the underlying forces but very 
much on the principle of a first-aid worker 
who understands the necessity of checking 
serious bleeding before removing an acci- 
dent case to a hospital, where the wound 
may be properly treated. Both kinds of 
work call for the exercise of intelligent 
good will, and therein lies the promise of 
unity. 

For as the analogy may hint, the two 
methods are parts of the same process, not 
alternatives. I think of them as Social 
Revolution and Immediate Action, and the 
terms may do if it is understood that 
Revolutionary does not mean Inactionary, 
and Actionary does not mean anti-Revolu- 
tionary; Actionaries in fact depend on 
Revolutionary pacifism as their raison 
d’étre, and Revolutionaries depend on 
Actionaries to create the maximum oppor- 
tunity for social reconstruction. 

Dick Sheppard was a great man because 
—among other reasons—he understood 
instinctively what was the right and 
human balance between the two aspects of 
his faith in relation to his day and age. 
More or less unconsciously the PPU has 
retained something of his wisdom. It 
cared for Basque children and held public 
meetings. 


Two Extremes 

In time of peace the workable synthesis 
jis not hard to find. But now pacifism, in 
common with every other philosophy and 
institution, is undergoing the test of war, 
and each aspect calls. for more than we 
can. give. 

As the balance is pulled, first one way 
and then the other, a cleavage begins to 
show, brought about by the “ unbalanced ” 
pacifists on either side, who speak of their 
own predilection as “the only way.” 
Instead of adapting the synthesis to 
present circumstances we are in danger of 
losing it altogether. 

The immediate importance of Krishnalal 
Shridharani’s new book* is that it clearly 
exposes the inadequacies in the extreme 
forms of both schools of thought by con- 
trasting them—almost contemptuously— 
with Mr. Gandhi’s doctrine of Satyagraha 
and the direct action which is the 
expression of the philosophy. 

The Revolutionary extreme is criticized 
on the first page: 

“Instead of working against war, in most 
cases we work in vain for peace... Instead of 
assailing war, we concentrate our attack on 


social and political conflict. Conflict, competi- 
tion, strife and struggle, however, are not the 


*War Without Violence. By Krishnalal 
Shridharani. Gollancz. 9s. 


UNITED SOCIALIST MOVEMENT | 


IS PEACE POSSIBLE? 


A GREAT 
DEMONSTRATION 


to consider this Question and 
THE TAVISTOCK PEACE TERMS 


- will be held in 
ST. ANDREW'S 
(GRAND HALL), 


Berkley Street, Glasgow, 


On Friday, March 29th, 


1940, at 8 p.m. 


The Speakers are representative of 
various phases of Peace Thought. 


R. R. STOKES, MP. 
THE MARQUIS OF TAVISTOCK 
JOHN McGOVERN, M.P. 


Chairman: 
GUY A. ALDRED. 


Questions will be allowed if time permits. 


Doors open 7 p.m. Silver Collection. 


This meeting has been organized to pro- 
mote the: cause of peace ahd to provide 
an‘open platform for peace discussion and 
approach. Helpers are wanted for chalk- 
ing and advertising. Please write Secre- 
lary, U.S.M.,. 29 Castle Street, Glasgow, 
C.4, or report to Strickland Press, 104 
George Street, Glasgow, C.1. 


‘enemy’ we are after. In fact, it is unrealistic 
to assume that they can long be held at bay 
when we consider the ever-changing equilibrium 
of our social order... It is war we are against; 
for as a means of settling our inevitable sporadic 
disputes, the institution of war has failed to 
fulfil its function.” 


This does not mean that there is no place 


life of Mr. Gandhi, and of the campaigns 
in South Africa and India. These illustra- 
tions, well chosen and simply told (typical 
no doubt of the best element in Indian 
educational method) are arranged in order, 
showing the working of Satyagrana in 
conflicts between individual and _indi- 


ROY WALKER on NON-VIOLENCE 


for work of relief and reconstruction, to be 
carried on simultaneously. On the con- 
trary such work is essential to the success 
of direct action. The organization and 
discipline of the Indian Swaraj movement, 
described in the second part. of the book, 
includes—besides the Sevadal or standing 
army of non-violent volunteers — the 
Village Congress Offices which encourage 
hand-spinning, campaign against drugs 
and intoxicants, and undertake welfare 


vidual, between individual and group’ and 
between group and government. 

The third part traces the theory of 
Satyagraha and the forces which have in- 
fluenced its development in Indian thought 
and in Mr, Gandhi as the culminating 
point in the evolution of this philosophy of 
action. No doubt Mr. Gandhi's largest 
debt is to the culture of his own country, 
but three other important influences are 
pointed out—Christ, Tolstoy, Thoreau,— 


Me Satyagraha seems to have more in common 
with war than with Western pacifism ” 


and relief work: the All-India Spinners’ 
Association which is responsible for a vast 
economic programme; the Vidyapiths, or 
national schools and universities; and the 
Ashramas, centres of social service. 


HE book is splendidly planned and 
clearly written, with occasional quaint 
lapses into American colloquialism. 

The first part is an analytical description 
of direct action commencing with negotia- 
tion and arbitration, and proceeding 
through such tactics as purification, strike, 
non-co-operation, and civil disobedience to 
the extreme stage of parallel government. 


Part two is made up of illustrative 
examples, descriptions of incidents in the 


and none of these can be counted oriental. 
The author has, therefore good ground for 
supposing tha‘ there is nothing inherently 
impracticable in an attempt to develop the 
technique among Western peoples. 
RISHNALAL SHRIDHARANI _ has 
more than a scholar’s interest in his 
subject. 


At school he came under Gandhi's 
National education programme, and at the 
age of nineteen he marched with the leader 
during the historic Civil Disobedience 
Campaign of 1930. His regard and respect 
for the Swaraj leader is evident on every 
page but he differs from Gandhi as to the 
legitimacy of some tactics. The points of 


The Peace We Could Make Now 


By J. MIDDLETON MURRY 


MES ROSE MACAULAY asks me 
whether my notion of a just peace, 
which I believe could be had by negotia- 
tion now, would include in its terms the 
liberation by Germany of the Czechs and 
the part of Poland annexed by Germany. 
Certainly it would include the former of 
these; as to the latter it depends on what 
is meant. I see no particular “justice” 
in restoring Poland to its swollen propor- 
tions immediately before the war. That 
Poland was itself unjustly constituted. 


Miss Macaulay doubts whether Germany 
would agree. Naturally, I have no means 
of proving to her that Germany would 
agree. I can only record my opinion that 
Germany would certainly do so in return 
for concessions from ourselves. But, to 
my mind, the discussion of detailed peace 
terms is quite barren. All that I am press- 
ing for is a declaration by the Government 
that it regards the war as a European 
disaster, that it desires to bring it to an 
end as soon as possible, and that it would 
therefore welcome the mediation of 
neutral Powers and their co-operation in 
framing the terms of a just and durable 
peace. 


I am convinced that Germany would be 
unable to resist such an appeal, even 
though the Nazi Government might wish 
to do so. I am equally convinced that 
nothing but a European conference can 
bring about a tolerable peace. Whether 
such a peace would be ideally “just” is 
doubtful; but the absence of this ideal 
“justice” need not disturb us, for a “ just” 
settlement of Europe is quite undefinable. 
All that is required is such a peace settle- 
ment as is not so manifestly unjust that it 
leaves behind the determination to upset 
it by violence. 


* * a 


LOR my own part I believe that the 

modern principle of “ nationalities” is 
a pernicious one. I think that the old 
Austro-Hungarian Empire was a finer 
political structure, and much more truly a 
vehicle of European civilization than the 
confusion of envious successor States by 


which it was replaced. On the other hand, 
post-Versailles Poland was an unsatisfactory 
construction, not because it offended 
against “the foolish and vague principle of 
nationalities,” but because its treatment of 
the national minorities and of the Jews was 
unenlightened and oppressive. 


In such matters there are and can be no 
rules—no universal principles which can be 
applied. A European peace is bound to be 
an affair of compromise. What is required 
is the universal admission that a European 
war is a civil war, and that a concerted 
effort must be made to bring it to an end. 
This admission and this determination 
could be had, I believe, almost immediately, 
if only the English and French govern- 
ments had the courage to take the moral 
initiative. It is the duty of the peace- 
movement, and above all, of the Peace 
Pledge Union, to press them to take this 
moral initiative ; and to overcome the fatal 
parochialism whereby they cling to their 
obsolete conceptions of national sovereignty 
and are afraid to entrust their cause to a 
pan-European conference. 


Miss Macaulay would enforce upon her- 
self and us a false dilemma. Pacifists do 
not “have to decide which injustice they 
want.” They are not deluded when they 
claim that a relatively just peace is possible 
now-—a far juster peace than is conceivable 
after a few years of mutual starvation. 
Your pacifist today is your only political 
realist. He proclaims the self-evident truth 
that the peace of Europe is the concern of 
Europe, and that the only way to call a 
halt to a process of degeneration which will 
continue long after any conceivable “ peace 
by victory” is to call a European peace 
conference now. 


divergence are mostly specified but once 
or twice, as in the account of economic boy- 
cott, he is probably stating his own view 
rather than Gandhi's, although he does not 
explicitly say so. 

During the Great War Gandhi’s health 
broke down through overwork on behalf of 
the Allied cause and on this apparent para- 
dox the author can throw no light. The 
history of the movement seems to supply 
its own comment ; in 1922 the great non-co- 
operation movement broke down on the 
very brink of success because of outbursts 
of violence in its own ranks. 

Mr. Shridharani does not discuss, and 
possibly does not understand, the principal 
problem facing Western Pacifism—the 
problem of the well-treated minority. If, 
as he says, “ it is war we are against ” and 
if “Satyagrahi, as an organized ‘mass 
action, presupposes that the community 
concerned has a grievance which prac- 
tically every member of that community 
feels” how is the pacifist minority to use 
Satyagraha for the prevention—or cure— 
of a war to which the majority is appar- 
ently resigned? 

Is there then no outlet for direct action 
in the present situation, other than action 
at the level of propaganda for negotiation 
and arbitration? Probably there is not, if 
by direct action we mean action directed 
outwards. But this does not mean that 
pacifism must remain dormant for the 
duration. To attempt to do so would be 
cowardice added to impotence, and cow- 
ardice, as Gandhi has sternly said, is worse 
than violence. 

The rational conclusion points to quies- 
cence. But reason, as Shridharani says, 
is not enough. If it were, all human con- 
flict could be settled by discussion. If 
something more is needed for the solution 
of deep conflicts, what is it—what force 
will bring about the “change of heart” 
which restores the conflict to the plane 
where a negotiated settlement is possible? 

Suffering, says the militarist, suffering 
inflicted on the opponent until his will is 
broken down. 

Suffering, says Gandhi (Satyagraha re- 
sembles War) suffering willingly borne 
without reciprocal violence, the very. 
antithesis of submission to what one be- 
lieves to be wrong. 

It is because the soldier suffers that he is 
respected; because the Western pacifist 
does not suffer that he is not respected. 
The conclusion now is plain. Without 
courting martyrdom the pacifist must 
sacrifice for his own cause at least as gen- 
erously as the soldier suffers; for men are 
worthy of respect not for what they be- 
lieve but for what they do for their faith. 


“ Promising Outlook ” 
for Arms Firm 


From the Chairman’s speech at the 
annual general meeting of a firm engaged 
in armament production, reported in the 
Evening Standard, January 25: 

“On the other hand, with the outcry to cut the 
profits of armament manufacturers it is not 
always recognized that such firms as ours havé 
reached their present satisfactory position en- 
tirely through their own efforts and initiative, 
and not without taking financial risks. It is 
hoped that our future and that of our employees 
will not be prejudiced by disproportionately high 
taxation, and we feel confident that the Governe 
ment will see that we are fairly treated. 

“We intend to safeguard your interest by 
building up financial reserves if taxation and 
profits permit. 

“It is difficult to forecast the future, but w@ 
believe that we have achieved a pre-eminent 
position in our special sphere. Disarmament 
following the war would seem unlikely, and with 
an excellent goodwill established with a number 
of foreign powers, with the Admiralty, and with 
individual owners of speed boats, the outlook i9 
promising.” 


Easter Number 
Next week’s issue will be 


published on THURSDAY, 


although it will be dated 
“Friday,” as_ usual. 


SL a Tm” 
Adelphi Music Club (The Dick Sheppard Memorial Club) 


PASSION MUSIC 


(H, SCHUTZ, 1672-1765) 
Chelsea Parish Church, Sidney Street, S.W.3 


(5 minutes from South Kensington Station) 


WEDNESDAY, 20th MARCH, at 8 p.m. 
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TOWARDS A NEGOTIATED PEACE 


N R. GEORGE LANSBURY, Presi- 
dent of the Peace Pledge Union, 
in a message to the Queen's Hall 
Meeting reported on this page, said: 
“T hold fast to the proposal for an 
unconditional conference of neutrals 
and belligerents for the sole purpose 
of discussing how peace can _ be 
restored and disarmament secured. 


“Tf the belligerents will not meet, 
it is the duty of President Roosevelt, 
as head of the greatest neutral State, 
to summon a conference of neutrals 
and ask such a conference to formu- 
late the terms which in their judg- 
Ment the fighting nations should 
accept.” 


Comments 
on the 
Tribunals 


N appeal by Alan Pheasey against the de- 
cision of the London tribunal that he 
Should be employed in agriculture or forestry has 
Tesulted in the Appellate Tribunal placing his 
Name on the Military Service Register for non- 
Combatant duties only. ‘ 


[* conrexion with the sessions of the Midland 

_ tribunal on March 4 and 5, our observer at 
Birmingham writes: “In one case a member of 
@ religious body, whose dogmatic objection to 
taking part in the wars of this world is usually 
Tecognized and allowed as a ground for exemp- 
fon, was found to be engaged in munition work, 
xet he was given exemption as a conscientious 
Objector. In other cases this has been treated 
88 evidence of lack of genuineness.” 

* * * 


avo unusual cases, in which the applicants 
had refused to register under the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Act were heard by the 
Appellate Tribunal for England and Wales 
Tecently. 

In one case, that of Mr. R. J. Porcas, Ministry 
©f Labour officials had discussed the applicant's 
Position with him, by correspondence and verb- 
ally, and had provisionally registered him as a 

The local tribunal, however, removed his 
Name from the COs’ register on the ground that 
re had not had an opportunity of questioning 

mM. 


The Ministry itself appealed against this 
decision, 


, The Appellate Tribunal’s decision in both cases 


‘as been deferred. 


* * * 


. E now learn that Mr. K. Makin—who, as 
we reported recently, is the first CO to be 
arrested for refusal to comply with the National 
€rvice Act--was placed by the Newcastle-upon- 
ne tribunal on the Military Service Register 
“ithout qualification, and not for non-combatant 
duties only. 
a It now appears that he was arrested on Tues- 
ry February 20, and not on Thursday, 
;bruary 22, as we reported. He appeared 
y Ore a special court at which neither press 
€Presentatives nor members of the public were 
aenent This was explained as being due to his 
Trest having taken place between court days. 
tye Makin's case was heard at the Newcastle 
cae enal last October—on the same day that the 
punnan: Judge Richardson, made the much- 
favlicizea remark: “I am as certain as I sit 
oc today that if Christ appeared today He 
Culd approve this war.”) 


* * * 


A N observer at Cardiff points out that whereas 
the Mr. Makin, a Christadelphian, was put on 
trib Military Service Register, the South Wales 
Ch Unal gives conditional exemption to any 
Tistadelphian who produces a certificate of 
Woreership, the only question being as to what 
on he is most suited for. 
a Ur observer adds that the greatest interest 
nace! to the political cases, from which it 
thar” appear to be the view of this tribunal 
in « “ven a pacifist conviction which originates 
Political thought is not within the Act. 


Women’s Peace Campaign 


PETITION LAUNCHED 


} want a million signatures to this simple 
to th appeal: “We women address this appeal 
and € governments of the nations to stop the war 
Betis: together to discuss peace.” 
With ttion_forms will be available by Thursday 
ave an explanatory poster. Each form will 
Wi Pace for twenty names. 
ee you canvass your district? Will you take 
array with you wiierever you go? Will you 
tion? &e meetings to explain the need for a peti- 
Make th ill you help in one way or another to 
a She voice of women in this country heard? 
i all not stop short at a million signatures. 
Writ but all other petitions in the shade. 
@ras to me for petition forms and posters at 
Sleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


Sybil Morrison. 


Great Demonstration} 


in London 
“END THE WAR—DONT DRAG 


US: IN!” 


NEUTRAL 


CALLS 


UST under two thousand Londoners—and two Scotland Yard 
officers taking notes---heard ‘“The Case for a Negotiated Peace” 
in the Queen’s Hall. on Saturday. when the Peace Pledge Union 

held the first of what it hopes will be a series of meetings on this 
subject in various parts of the country. 


And, while secret diplomatic moves in various capitals put the future of 
Scandinavia in the melting-pot, they heard a remarkable speech by Mrs. Inga- 
Gaate, a Swedish woman, in which she stoutly defended her countrymen’s un- 
willingness to be drawn into a war which they did not believe to be capable of 


attaining its declared objects. 


“Mr. Churchill,” she said, “has spoken 
about it in no uncertain terms. He says, 
‘You are a democracy, why let us do the 
fighting?’ Our answer is, ‘We have not 
asked you to do so. We even do not want 
you to do so. We do not like Nazism any 
more than you do, but we do not believe 
that war can kill Nazism or save 


,” 


democracy ’. 


She added that, seen against the back~ 
ground of undeniable facts, Finland’s 
courageous fight was unwise, ill-advised, 
and hopeless. 


In opening the meeting, Dr. Alex Wood. 
|National Chairman of the PPU, had 
declared that one of the pacifist’s most 
important tasks in wartime was to counter 
that deterioration in public opinion which 
was the almost inevitable accompaniment 
of war. 


“We are here,” he said, “to reassert our 
belief in negotiation and to give reasons 
for our conviction that only by a negotiated 
peace can the peace of the world be 
secured.” 


A special appeal to women was made by the 
first speaker, Miss Mary Gamble (Chairman of 
the Women’s Peace Campaign). One of the 
reasons why women knew war was wrong, she 
said, was that they knew instinctively that the 
only hope for the future lay in the world 
becoming a place with all the attributes of a real 
home. 


They demanded a just peace “now” because 
they believed that the neutral countries were 
ready and willing to negotiate, and because every 
moment that the war continued made the possi- 
bility of a just peace more remote. 


Women could help by using their imagination, 
and by seeing all the events of war in terms of 
humanity. 


Europe’s Tragedy 


“This war is not just a war,” declared John 
Middleton Murry, who followed. “It is a definite 
second stage in a vast process of the disintegra- 
tion of European civilization.” 


We did not make a just and generous peace 
after the last war because we had suffered a 
decline in the standard of morality. “The nation 
became incapable of making a just and generous 
peace.” The same spirit was raising its head 
again today. 


Evil begot evil, and the tragedy of Europe lay 
in the fact that the evil begotten was bigger than 
the evil which begat it. “We must hold up this 
devil's progress at some point by an act of 
imaginaticn,” urged Middleton Murry. 

“Quite inevitably, if this war goes on, there 
will be more hatred, more devastation. more utter 
inability of the human race to rise to its respon- 
sibility. Nothing but disaster lies that way.” 


The one hope of those waging the war was to 
starve the other side out. On one side there 
were ninety million people and on the other 
there were another ninety millions, and it was 
intended to go until the ninety millions on one 
side capitulated. “And in that atmosphere you 
hope to create a stable peace! 
mare,” said Middleton Murry. 


Our Responsibility 


In Britain we had a margin of sanity and 
freedom compared with the Germans which put 
upon us a tremendous moral responsibility. If 
we used it to persuade ourselves to go on fight- 
ing to the bitter end we betrayed that respon- 
sibility. “I don't believe for one moment,” 
continued Mr. Murry, “that if a real appeal 
were made to mankind there would not arise a 
cry of relief from the neutral world and such a 
response from the heart of Germany as would be 
irresistible. Hitlerism will only’be destroyed by 
one thing, that is, by peace. A generous peace 
only will destroy the mentality that we mean 
when we use the term ‘Hitlerism.” War will 
only perpetuate it.” 

Great interest was shown in the speech by the 
representative of the neutral world, Mrs. Inga 
Gaate. She told how Sweden had once been an 
empire, but how it only found its real great- 


ness when it lost its possessions. 
“ England,” she continued. “ has been a leader 


It is a night- . 


in the march for peace and justice. She can 
become so again if only she can reach back to 
her real traditions as a democracy. The England 
that created the British Empire may be for- 
gotten. The England that created Magna Charta 
will never be forgotten. We will follow her 
along a constructive path; we cannot follow her 
to war. We call on her today to gather us back, 
to try to prepare a new, better world, without 
war—the new, better world for which we are 
all longing.” 


Lord Ponsonby, the final speaker. declared 
that “ peace brings no profit to the individual— 
war does. Peace brings unlimited benefit to 
humanity. 


“There are hundreds of thousands in this 
country who think precisely as we do,” he 
added. 


He summed up the task that needed to be done 
by saying, “It is not taking a weapon out of a 
man’s hand that we want to do—it is taking the 
idea out of his head that makes him want to 
use the weapon. 


“TI am not asking for peace terms,” he went 
on, “ but for a body of neutrals and belligerents 
in permanent session to prevent war breaking 
out.” We needed the spirit of the Scandinavians, 
which said, “Let us reason together and come 
to a settlement.” 

He was in favour of the real war-—-not the 
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MRS. INGA-GAATE 


sham fight between millions of men having no 
quarrel with one another. The real war was 
against poverty, disease, exploitation, and bad 
conditions. 

Hitler was striking back for the blow that was 
dealt against his country 22 years ago. There 
was only one way of getting rid of him—for the 
German people themselves to remove him. We 
had deprived them of their chance. If we had 
not made war on him, Hitler would have gone 
by now, for discontent in Germany had been in- 
creasing. 


Interruptions during some of the speeches 
showed that non-pacifists were present at the 
meeting. At the end they had an opportunity of 
getting replies from the speakers to written 
questions. Two persistent questioners—with one 
monotonous query, “ What about the Jews ? ”— 
at one point caused the audience to indicate 
their indignation and amusement, and gave the 
Sunday Press an opportunity to given an 
erroneous impression of a disorderly meeting. 


IN 434 LIBRARIES 


Copies of Peace News are now displayed 
regularly at 434.public libraries. Latest 
additions to the list are Camberwell Cen- 
tral, Nunhead, Dulwich, Old Kent Road, 
Pontypool, and Minet Libraries. 


THE SANDS OF TIME 


How often as time dashes by do we pause to remember the joys and successes 
of earlier days? (We know that's trite, but it's also true; and to avoid truth 
merely because it is familiar is like cutting a man because he is an old friend.) 
Even the venerable Vicar of Ploverleigh could not withhold a sentimental tear 
when he recalled the mundane pleasures of his youth : 


Time was, when maidens of the noblest station, 


Forsaking even military men, 
Would gaze upon me, rapt in adoration— 
Ah me, | was a fair young curate then! 


possible to obtain four per cent. free 


Building Society, except on shares issued before the 3Ist. 
days are left in which to make an investment you will be glad of in later years. 
To miss it will mean, subsequently, to pine for what is not ! 


And how we regret the missed opportunities, the steps which, had we taken 
them, might have transformed our lives. (The parenthetical note above applies 
also to this paragraph.) Was not there a poet who took the view that the 
saddest words capable of expression, either vocally or indeed by exercise of 
the faculty of penmanship, were these: it might have been? 


Which brings us inevitably and without any forcing of the argument to the 
sad fact that after this month—this very month of March—it will not be 
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LETTERS TO 


PEACE NEWS 


THE EDITOR 


The “Tavistock Peace Terms”’ 


‘THE peace terms [ received through the 
* German Legation in Dublin did origin- 
ally have official sanction from the German 
Government, but chances of success were 
torpedoed by the provocative speech 
delivered by Lord Halifax at Leeds two 
days after he had seen the terms. Similar 
speeches by other Cabinet Ministers 


followed, producing the same effect. 

It is evident from recent German broadcasts 
that, as a result of these speeches, the German 
Government even came to believe that I had 
been used as a decoy by the British Cabinet to 
involve them in the humiliation of another re- 
jected peace offer, or even, according to another 
version, to put out peace feelers to Germany, un- 
officially, from our side, at a time when they 
lacked the sincerity even to modify the hostility 
of their language in public speeches. 

Fortunately repudiation has only been in con- 
nexian with official responsibility for the send- 
ing of the terms. There is still, from at least 
three other quite independent and reliable 
sources, evidence that the terms themselves, if 
put forward by this country in an official and 
Non-provocative manner, or offered by some 
neutral to both parties, would form a basis for 
negotiation acceptable to the German Govern- 
ment. 

1 learn from a Press source, and also from a 
friend, that the false statement about my being 
associated with Communism, Fascism and 
National Socialism came, not from the Press, 
but from the Foreign Office. 

TAVISTOCK 


While I feel the most sincere admiration for 
the manner in which the PPU have stood by 
their principles since the outbreak of war and 
feel that Peace News is by far the fairest and 


’ best of the anti-war weeklies, { should be gratec- 


ful if you would allow me to point out that the 
Statement you published last weck under the 
heading “ PPU and Lord Tavistock’s Peace Pro- 
posals” hardly does justice either to the move- 
ment or its paper. 

The chief comyp:aint is aga:nst the wooliness 
and loose thinking which characterizes this 
Statement. You say “if these proposals were 
authentic and genuine in intention they should 
be made public through a fully accredited 
neutral channel.” The list of sponsors shows so 
many who have had considerable experience of 
public affairs that it is hard to believe they 
sanctioned such a curious statement. 

It is obvious that no neutral authority would 
circularize propaganda in this country which 
our own Government does not approve and for 
them to make public terms which our Govern- 
ment would not consider would be a gross 
breach of diplomatic etiquette. Your statement 
really means, then, that if Lord Tavistock is able 
to obtain the obviously unobtainable then he 
shall have PPU support. Fortunately many 
branches of the PPU have not waited upon such 
stipulations but are actively at work distributing 
Lord Tavistock’s literature. 

Further on the Executive remark “if the pro- 
posals made through Lord Tavistock are shown 
to be mere propaganda designed to assist Ger- 
many as a belligerent then the Union can give 
no support.” 

One need look no further than the back page 
of your paper for the same week to deal with 
this extraordinary remark. Dr. Alfred Saiter, 
MP, in his well-informed and closely argued 
article gives adequate proof of the authenticity 
of the proposals and, “if they are designed to 
assist Germany,” as the Executive suggests, then 
it is an extraordinary thing that Dr. Salter's 
article should have been published. 

Messrs. Churchill and Chamberlain may get 
on very happily without letting their right hand 
know what their left hand is doing, but one does 
not expect the Executive of the PPU to indulge 


in the same practice. 
JOHN BECKETT. 
13 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


“New World Order ” 
Prophet ? 


In your issue of March 1 you ask tne 
peace movement to rally to the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on March 12, to support 
the National Peace Council meeting “10 
discuss the basic principles of a new world 
order.” 

It is regrettable that the star turn at this 
mecting should be Mr. H. G. Wells, who wrote in 
Illustrated of February 17, 1940, page 49: 

“It is, I believe, a misfortune for all mankind 
that Berlin was not soundly bombed, as it could 
have been, in 1918.... I am convinced that 
vigorous bombing and bombarding, town wreck- 
ing and the like, would be an entirely wholesome 
and chastening experience for the German 
*soul.’” 

Is the peace movement really expected to 
accept this gentleman as a prophet of the “new 
world order ’’? 

HERBERT BRYAN. 

46 Bedford Row London, W.C.1. 


Mr. H. G. Wells (who was invited to comment 
on this letter) “stands by what he has written,” 
according to his secretary's reply, which adds: 
“He is convinced that the attempts of such well- 
meaning persons as your correspondent to assure 
the Germans that whatever they do to other 
peoples, nothing of the sort will ever be done to 
them, is thoroughly bad for them. Mr. Wells 
will continue to advocate the idea that since this 
war was begun by the Germans, it is highly de- 
Sirable that it should be fought as far as 
possible upon German soil.” 


Open Forum 


In Peace News this is stated: “Neither the 
PPU nor Peace News itself is necessarily com- 
mitted to views expressed in the articles we 
publish.” 


Now this indicates that Peace News - 


is an open forum for the expression cf opinions 
concerning Pacifism and the way to Peace, and 
I am very troubled to find that actually P2ace 
News secms to have extremely defiaite views 
on the subjcct. 

The issue dated March 1,,1940, contained no 
less than four articles in which the prcsent so- 
called capitalist system is violently condcmned 
and socialism held up to be the only way to 
peace. 

I wish to make a strong plea. (1) That people 
with other points of view should be allowed 
space to answer these statements; and (2) That 
in place of the usual torrent of abuse, we should 
be given some authenticated facts which prove 
conclusively that capitalism is responsible for 
this war. 

DONALD G LAMBOURNE 

124 Church Read, 

Mosely, Birmingham, 13. 


There are pacifists wno do not believe that the 
destruction of the present system is either neces- 
sary or desirable, or that the adoption of a form 
of dictatorship labelled Socialism, Communism 
or Fascism could make this country prosperous, 
happy or peaceable. 

Some who do not share these views believe 
that industrial and military wars are the natural 
fruits of the economic enslavement of the peopics 
in all the countri:s, and that the remedy is to 
be found, not in new measures of control and 
regulation, but in freedom. 

They also believe that economic freedom can 
be achieved by removing all man-made barriers 
to useful human activities, beginning with the 
two great iniquities of Land Monopoly and 
Protection 

ARTHUR H. WELLER. 

Pytchley House, Offerton, Stockport 


‘““Do Pacifists Miss 
the Point? ” 


I should like to re-emphasize the words of 
M. Furness in last week’s article, “ Do Pacifists 
Miss the Point?” says “As pacifism is right for 
one man, militarism is right for another; it de- 
pends on the individual. Dick Sheppard saw 
this when he said, ‘If you can fight, do.’” Para- 
doxical as this may sound, I believe it is a vital 
truth. 

It will never help our cause to sneer (as so 
often happens) at those who “join up.” Peace 
is above all a spiritual quality implying good- 
will towards all men. Do not let us in our 
enthusiasm for peace forget its main 
implications. 

ELLA M. CARR. 
11 Parkfield Road, Ickenham. 


HOW MANY NEW READERS 
HAVE YOU GOT THIS YEAR? 


Federal! Union 


May I comment on Mr. Wellock’s and 
Lord Ponsonby’s references to Federal 
Union? 

Mr. Wellock says ‘n effect until we get rid of ! 
capitalism we shall not get rid of war. 
think of no better short reply to this contention | 
than to bid Mr. Wellock consider and contrast 
the case of the two Americas. In North America 
there are 48 States; they are all capitalist, but 
they are not sovereign and they do not go to 
war with each other. tn the South, the Latin 
Republics are also capitalist but retain their in- 
dependent sovereignties; they are continuously 
at war with one another. 

But I confess that I should be in general morc 


Impressed with Mr. Wellock’s argument, if he | 
would tell me how he proposes to supersede iM 


capitalism. By democratically elected socialist 
governments? We have had them in Germany 
and England but they did not abolish capitalism. 
By revolutions? 

There have been revolutions in Russia and | 
Spein; cach entailed civil war; the first suc- 
ceeded, the latter failed, but the fact that Russia 
us today a socialist State has not prevented 
Russia from going to war. Nor, indeed, is one 
socialist country likely to be free from war and 
the threat of war so long as other countries re- 
main capitalist. In fact, as we are beginning to 
learn, socialism in one country has a natural 
disposition to turn into National Socialism. 

I conclude that if we look to Socialism to free 
us from war, we shall have to wait until we get 
Socialism everywhere. I also submit that it is 
easier to get Federal Union somewhere than to 
get Socialism everywhere. As my present press- 


March 15, 1940 


Books 


at LOWARDS THAT 


BRAVE NEW 
WORLD 


The New World Order. By H. G. Wells. 
Secker and Warburg. 6s. 

R. WELLS must surely be our most 
erratic prophet. From arch-propa- 
gandist in the last war he has become the 
‘most outspoken denouncer of the art of 
'fairy-tale-telling in this. Clad in the garb 
‘of advocate for the Rights of Man. he 
demands the bombing of Bertin. 


thoughts and expressing them nobly, and 
;nowhere in his recent writing (how much 
of it there is!) has he been so consistently 
sane as in this bock. Practically every 
page contains an inspiring thought for the 
pacifist movement. 

He has no illusions about the effectiye- 
ness, for the attainment of lasting peace, 
of the removal of Hitler: 


ing concern is to get rid of war, I plump fer the 
easier option. 

Lord Ponsonby is depressed by my naive sub- 
scription to the hoary fallacy of the analogy be- 
tween a national police force and an inter- 
national one Granted that the analogy is not 
perfect, the fact that it is not, does not entitle us 
to conclude that it is valucless. 

The national police force punishes individuals 
who offend against the national community; a 
federal force would punish nations who aggressed 
against the federal commun.ty. Lord Ponsonby 
Says truly that when an international force 
punishes an aggressor nation, it is not only its 
criminal government but its possibly innocent 
citizens who suffer. Agreed! But when the 
police force hails the murderer to the scaffold or 
commits him to lifelong imprisonment. does not 
his possibly loving and presumably innocent wife 
suffer as a result of its action? And the word 
“wife” must be read ty include all attached 
and dependent relatives 

Now is the fact that all these innocent people 
do in fact suffer regarded by Lord Ponsonby as 
constituting a reason for not punishing mur- 
derers? If it is so regarded, he ought not to 
support the police force; if it is not he ought not 
to quarrel with my analogy. 

Cc. E. M. JOAD. 


Gad, sir! Dr. Joad is absolutely right. How 
can we have World Union without an army to 
compel the world to unite? 


“ COLONEL BLIMP.” 


Hitler like the Hohenzollerns, is a mere offen- 
sive pustule on the face of a deeply ailing world. 
To get rid of him and his Nazis will be no more 
a cure for the world’s ills than scraping will heal 
measles. The disease will manifest itself in some 
new eruption 

The basic problem, as he sees it, is: 
“How are we to adapt ourselves to these 
mighty disruptive forces that are shatter- 
ing human society as it is present con- 
stituted?”"the disruptive forces being 
those let loose by the development of 
applied science. 

His book is “a discussion of guiding 
principles, and not of the endless specific 
problems of adjustment that arise on the 
way to a world realization of collective 
unity ”: 

I am not going to persuada people to say “ Yes. 
yes” for a world peace; already we have had far 
too much abolition of war by making declara- 
tions and signing resolutions; everybody wants 
peace or pretends to want peace, and there is 
no need to add even a sentence more to the vast 
volume of such ineffective stuff. I am simply 
attempting to state the things we must do and 
the price we must pay for world peace if we 
really intend to achieve it. 

The price is nothing less than the 
surrender of individual and_ national 


(continued on next page) 
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ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
ROOMS, furnished, unfurnished, suitable com- 
munal living. Very moderate—one bill for light 
services. Beautiful garden. Christianity in 
practice.—Write Katharine MacDonald, “The 
Sanctuary, 6 Lansdowne Crescent, Glasgow, also 
Holiday House, Largs. 


BOOKS 


HELP for PPU funds (member’s offer). Send 
3s. 6d. for 10 excellent books, good reading, 


useful—Box 356, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N-4. 
TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The book 


for which Action and the New Leader refused 
advertisements. Truth says “so dangerous that 
the authorities should lose no time in suppressing 
it.” Two shillings and sixpence from British 
People’s Party, 13 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


Pome A ll! | Socata taht i 

FRENCH, German, Spanish, Italian taught by 
correspondence.—Macrini School of Languages, 
Osborne Road, Southsea. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter. treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place. S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way, North Letchworth (Letchworth 
885). 


PERSONAL 


WILL anyone kindly send me p.c. with name 
of pacifist vicar (Church of England) with 
London church within reach South Kensington. 
—Box 357, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WILL readers interested in walking and 
climbing holiday in Lake District at Easter write 
Box 359, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PUBLICATIONS 


“ PLEASE MAY I have twelve more. . . { think 
it excellent.” An extract from one of many 
letters from subscribers to Headline News- 
Letters. Fifty-two letters, 10s Od. Twenty-six 
5s. 6d. Specimen Copy. 2d.—Sec., Headline News- 
Letters. 13 John Street, W.C.1. 


“WHAT IS YOUTH THINKING about the war 
and other serious subjects today?—Youthopia, a 
world-minded youth journal, will shortly be 
issued on postal subscription. Send a p.c. for 
dete to Youthopia, 3 Colwyn Road, Northamp- 
on. 


PRINTING 


er ee 

PACIFIST PRINTER: Handbilis, leaflets, pro- 
grammes and general printing—W. J. Brigden, 
232, Sellincourt Road. London, S.W.17. 


Classified Advertisements _ 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


PRINTING of any description. Cheapest 
house in country for leaflets, &c. Speedy de- 
livery.—Gait and Son, Shipley, Yorks. Entirely 
PPU. 


RELIGIOUS 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 


respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to the 
Friends Home Service Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
SECRETARY-Shorthand-Typist for official of 
anti-war movement. Four days a week. Best 
rates to experienced person.—Apply 13 John 
Street, W.C.1 Phone Holborn 6435 for appoint- 
ment. 


BRISTOL MERCHANT requires competent 
clerk, mainly accounts. Particulars, Box 343, 
Peace News 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


POTATO MERCHANT, West of England, re- 
quires drivers.—Box 341, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4 


ee 


WEST OF ENGLAND. Experienced gardener 
wanted, to grow and market. Must be able to 
drive.—Box 342, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. 
N.4. 


Wanted 
C.O., strong. wants agricultural work near 
town. Work preferred with evenings free, for 
study.—Box 360, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4. 


C.O. (21), seeks employment in agriculture. 
Inexperienced but willing. Hereford or Ches- 
hire preferred, not essential—Box 361, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Dla chad Bidar  hiieash, ne 
WOMAN, 43, evacuated, pacifist, Left, wants 


interesting residential employment. No war 
work. Long secretarial experience. Good 
French. Travelled. Background literature, 


music, art, Adaptable. Country preferred. 
Friendly intelligent society essential. Small 
salary helpful. Suggestions?—- Box 358, Peace 
News, 3, Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Se eS eee 
CHRISTIAN CO (nearly 20), requires farm- 
work or anything immediately. Preferably 
Wales. Present firm turning to armaments.— 
Box 366, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


eee 

CO (22) desperately needs post, typist, book- 
keeper, tall, smart, appearance, do anything, go 
anywhere.—Write Box 362, Peace News, 3 Black- 


stock Road, London, N.4. 


eS eee 

CO (25), well educated, adaptable, some office 
and nursery experience, requires employment 
compatible with pacifism. Birmingham or dis- 
trict preferred.—Box 365, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4, 


LADY (26), pacifist, educated, experienced 
secretarial and receptionist work, fluent German, 
organizing ability, domesticated, urgently seeks 
post anywhere.—Box 264, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST, 24, requires work. Can drive. 
Social, humanitarian, farm work, anywhere. 
Single.—Box 363, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4 


eS SSS 

PACIFIST (24) experience accounts, wages, 
eashiering, &c., quick at figures, reliable, needs 
clerical work London.—Box 367, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road. N.4. 


TYPEWRITING. 


BEST RIBBON Now Costs only 2s. 0d., postage 
paid. Name typewriter, colour(s), — Lamb's, 
15 Prospect Place, Preston. 


FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and Duplicate 
ing.—Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill 
Lordon, S.E.24. Brixton 2863. 


WANTED 


CAN anyone please sell me a 1937 Dick Shep- 
pard PPU Calendar?—M. Belton, Barkby, Leices- 
tershire. 


rt 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. Yege- 
tarian Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy holi¢ 
days or restful recuperation. Central heating- 
H. and c. water in bedrooms.—A. and K. 9: 
Ludlow, The Briars Crich, Matlock. Station¢ 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). Tel: Ambergate 44. 


IN THE “ VALLEY OF PEACE” Guest Housé@ 
that provides an escape from war atmospheres 
Vegetarian Food Reform table. Log fires 
Beautiful sctting near Beech Woods. Tariff ‘from 
proprietors: “Fortune’s Well,” Sheepscombe 
Stroud, Glos. 7 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B ani B., 5s.; double 
8s. 6d. Oppusite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 3572 
(ee ————E—EEEE EEE eee ee ee 


WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House and 
Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet 
Barn House, Brockweir, Mon. 


r- 

“TWIXT SEA AND DOWNS.”—Vegetarian of 

ordinary diet—-Mrs. Fyfield, “ Springfield 
Bishopstone Road, Near Seaford. 


Is is advisable to book space for 
DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS 
not less than a week before date of issue. 


Otherwise the heavy demands on our 
space may result in prospective adver- 
tisers being disappointed 


(Rates on application) 
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Oxford’s Hilary 
° e 
Term Meeting 
DEDURING the second half of the Hilary 
term the Oxford University Pacifist 
Association has held three meetings. 


On February 21 Cecil H. Wilson spoke on 
“Trial by Jury, or Trial by Passion?” He out- 


lined a scheme for ending present hostilities by 


Zathering a body of neutrals, who were in- 
terested in the speedy ending of the dislocation 
of trade, and who would adjudicate on the cases 
put forward’ by both sides, it being stressed that 
each side should put forward its case at the 
Same time, so that neither could profit by pre- 
Vious knowledge of the others. 

Qn ‘February 28 Sybil Morrison spoke on 
“Why Women?” Miss Morrison stressed the 
influence that women could wield, and also the 
Part that they could play now that their help 
Was being enlisted for the “war effort.” 

The last meeting of the term on March 6 was 
addressed by John Barclay, who spoke officially 
On “Why we must negotiate now,” but dealt 
Widely with pacifism today, and especially with 

@ recent outcry against the PPU, and the social 
effects of evacuation. 


MR. WELLS 


(Continued from page 6) 


economic privilege : economic collectivism, 
if you will 

He is, accordingly, contemptuous of con- 
temporary panaceas of the Federal Union 
Order : 

All the scores and hundreds of thousands of 
Nice people who were signing peace pledges and 
SO forth a few years ago, without the slightest 
attempt in the world to understand what they 
Meant by peace. are now echoing this new magic 
Word “ Federation” with as little conception of 
any content for it. They did not realize that 
Peace means so complicated and difficult an 
Ordering and balancing of human society that it 

aS never been sustained since man became 
Man, and that we have wars and preparatory 
interludes between wars because that is a much 
Simpler and easier sequence for our wilful, 
Muddle-headed suspicious and aggressive 
Species. These people still think we can get this 
New and wonderful state of affairs just by 
Clamouring for it ; 

. find having failed to get peace by saying 

Peace” over and over again, they are now with 
co immense sense of discovery saying “ Federa- 
ion.” 

He calls for nothing short of revolution ! 
It is a word to make the timorous shudder. 
Thoughts of barricades, bloody class war- 
fare, dictatorship. ... Not so, he urges: 
all that is just a little out of date: 

A Revolution need be neither an explosion nor 
& coup d’etut. And the Revolution that lies be- 
fore us now as the only hopeful alternative to 
chaos, either directly or after an interlude of 
World communism, is to be attained, if it is 
attained at all, by neither of these methods... . 
An altogether different type of Revolution may 
0? may not be possible. No one can say that it 
18 possible unless it is tried, but one can say with 
Some assurance that unless it can be achieved 
the outlook for mankind for many generations at 
fast is hopeless The new Revolution aims 
€ssentially at a change in directive ideas. In 
“tS completeness it is an untried method. 

he two essentials for this new way are, 
tst, “a confession of universal wrong- 
thinking and wrong-doing,” and then, a 
World-wide free and open discussion and 
acceptance of the real price of peace. 

Who is to lead?— 

_ The reorganization of the world has at first 
“0 be mainly the work of a “movement” or a 
Party or a religion or cult, whatever we choose 
to call it. We may call it the New Liberalism, 
©? the New Radicalism. or what not. It will not 
~e a ciose-knit organization, toeing the Party 

Ne and so forth. It may be very loose-knit and 
Many facetted. .. . 

he distribution of this essential conception 
ne may call propaganda, but in reality it is 
€ducation. 

Is there not here a challenge to the paci- 
fist movement? And is there not. in the 
following quotation, a challenge to every 
ne of us?— ‘ 

Plainly in so far as we are rational foreseeing 
Creatures there is nothing for any of us now but 
to make this world peace problem the ruling in- 

Test and direction of our lives. If we run 
away from it it will pursue and get us. We have 
* face it. We have to solve it or be destroyed 
Y it. It is as urgent and comprehensive as that. 

he job seems an impossible one. Thus 
Peremptorily stated it seems an obligation 
ich one cannot deny, but which one can- 
Not undertake with any hope of achieve- 
ment. Might this not be because we are 
©Ping for too much in our time? Cannot 
‘eh be content with just making our con- 
—bution, in the certainty that it has 


. Nelped, though its results are intangible? 


Sit that we are hoping to wake up one 
ne morning and find the New Jerusalem 
Completed overnight? Then we are 
Teaming : 
wa here will be no day of days then when a new 
he.’ order comes into being. Step by step and 
ing. 24 there it will arrive, and even as it comes 
+ © being it will develop fresh perspectives, dis- 
ver unsuspected problems and go on to new 
Bye. ntures. No man. no group of men, will 
ite be singled out.as its father or founder. For 
Maker will be not-this man nor that man nor 
Man but Man, that being who is in some 
be Ure in every one of us. World order will 
rodi € science, like most inventions, a social 
Wi}] vat an innumerable number of personalities 
the five lived fine lives, pouring their best into 
Collective achievement. 


Andrew Stewart 
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A CHALLENGE TO 
ORDINARY: PEOPLE 


By _John Barelay 


EW of us realize the tension under 
which we live. The constant strain of 
black-out conditions, war horrors and a 
steadily rising cost of living all tend to 
undermine the nervous system. Add to 
this the half-truths and deliberate mis- 
representations in the Press and you have 
ja condition of neurosis. 
In such a situation the Pacifist can act as 
a tonic to those amongst whom he moves. 
By accepting the conditions as artificial 
and not beyond his power to change he 
inspires hope and with hope a lessening of 
the deadly gloom so common today. 
Part of the constructive work which 
groups could immediately undertake is the 
creation of the right atmo- 
The Group sphere within which a 
Saepelanvs discussion of real peace 
y becomes possible. To 
hasten this desirable state 


Weekly 


Notes of affairs it is necessary to 
develop the will to Peace. 
The nervous condition I have mentioned 
must be removed if people are to have the 
courage necessary to make _ individual 
decisions. 


* * * 


This courage is, I believe, latent in nearly 
all human beings and can be appealed to 
only by those who themselves have ceased 
to be neurotic. Dick Sheppard once said to 
me that as pacifism appears to the worid 
as extra ordinary, we ourselves must 
appear the most ordinary of human beings, 
if we are to inspire others, which means 
that group activity must be undertaken by 
those who are the most normal if it is to 
be successful. 

Neurotic propagandists defeat their own 
ends and merely tend to alienate those who 
are already desperately aware of the folly 
of continuing along the present path. May 
I plead, therefore, that all group activity 
be undertaken with an eye to its effect on 
the public and in a spirit of understanding 
rather than being a demonstration of our 
own superiority. 


What the Groups are Doing 


N Saturday, March 2, a crowded public 
meeting was held in the Central Halls, at 
which the speakers were Emrys Hughes, Editor 
of Forward, and Andrew Stewart. Simultane- 
ously an open-air meeting was being held at 
Rose Street. where a crowd of about five 
hundred people listened to the pacifist message. 
At the close of the meeting the police intervened, 
stating that they were closing the meeting under 
the Emergency Powers Act, and that if the 
speaker addressed another meeting he would be 
immediately arrested. It is, of course, intended 
to challenge this action by continuing these 
meetings. 


On Sunday, Andrew Stewart spoke on “ The 
Task of the Pacifist” to a record audience at the 
Study Circle, and followed this up on Monday 
by subduing cven the rowdiest heckler to 
silence while he put the Pacifist case to the 
students at Glasgow University. 


He concluded his visit by a meeting at Darvel, 
in Ayrshire, run by the local group. The 
Region is now going ahead with its preparations 
for an Emergency Peace Campaign for “ Nego- 
tiation Now” and intends running three large 
indoor meetings supported by open-air meetings, 
poster parades and leaflets distribution. 


Haslemere Meztings 


ASLEMERE has been fortunate in having the 

interest of Lord Ponsonby, who _ lives 

nearby, in their scries of monthly public meet- 
ings. 

The meetings have been held on Sunday 
afternoons and have attracted an average 
audience of forty. Maurice Rowntree, treasurer 
of the PPU, was the speaker last Sunday, and 
Lord Ponsonby took the chair. Previous 
speakers have been A, Stephen Noel and Carl 
Heath. 

The last meeting of the series will be held on 
April 14, when James Avery Joyce will speak 
on “The New Peace Movement Takes Shape.” 


Southampton’s “Peace Now” Meeting 


ORHAN On group recently held a “ Make 

the Peace Now” meeting, at which Sybil 
Morrison and Fenner Brockway were the 
speakers. 

One member has allotted himself the task of 
putting his copy of Peace News in a different 
house in one street each week. In this way one 
of Southampton’s longest roads has nearly been 
covered. 

Recent events have included a Test Tribunal 
and a WRI one-day school. : 

The new secretary of the group is E. B. 
Loveridge, 40 “Kennedy Road, Maybush, 
Southampton. 


Knowle and Totterdown 


f Ee Knowle and Totterdown Christian Paci- 
fist Group (with PPU), Bristol, which wes 
counded in July, 1936, and has been meeting 


Da 


tes tor 
Your Diary 
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4 
a 
4 
Items for inclusion in this column ‘| 
should contain: Date, Town, Time, | 
Place (hall, street); nature of event; | 
speakers; organizers (and secretary's ' 
The best sellers of Peace News are those ; 
who look most like the public they are ‘ 
selling to ; the best poster paraders are the ‘ 
rather shy sensitive individuals who, up to , 
now, have kept out of the rough-and- \ 
tumble, and the best speakers are those 
who quite obviously speak under the pres- 
sure of urgent necessity. 2 
The world we are aiming at is a normal Today (Friday) 
cheerful world in which all men are friends. | GLASGOW (Knightswood); 7.30 p.m. Co-op. 


As pioneers of that world we must appear ee Place; speaker; No Conscription 


friendly and cheerful to those we are| LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 

asking to join us in this adventure. Alexander Miller on “ Pacifism, Revolution and 
Iam sure that if we will do this, the fears | Community "; PPU. 

now dominating meh’s minds will be STRATFORD; 8 pm. Stratford Institute, Rom- 


ne ; F ford Road; Andrew Stewart, E. C. Redhead, Rev. 
dissipated and the cause of pacifism will be|pryan H. Reed and Alderman T. E_ Groves 


successful. (chairman); PPU 
peneblart merrily p.m. Sons of Temperance, 
Norfolk Street; debate: “That this house thinks 
Easter Cards that pacifism is not practicable as a national 
The Bournemouth Region has produced | policy now”; PPU. 
an original card with a special message Tomorrow (Saturday) 
from George Lansbury. These cards can|BEDFORD; 7 pm. Town Hall; Lady Clare 
be had for 2d. each, plus postage, from Mrs. | Annesley and Fenner Brockway; PPU. 
Winifred Laurie, 8 St. Albans Crescent, | CATFORD; Davenport Road Hall, Bashey Green; 


F 7 2.45 p.m. Meet for poster parades, open-air 
eee an, ae al telephone Meetings and Peace News sales to advertise local 
Bournemou . profits will be} public meeting, PPU. 


divided between Headquarters and the|LAINDON (Essex); 3.30 p.m. Manor Mission; 
local funds, Headquarters receiving 75 per- | R. Barrett on “ Fundamentals of Federal Union"; 
ic } i. PPU. 
is is : : 
cent. " ae f 2 ee ay cena to send a LEICESTER; Friends’ Meeting House, Prebend 
greeting 0 friends at a time when every- Street; one-day school; A. Stephen Noel on “Fun- 
body's thoughts will be centred on the | damental Economics"; sessions at 3 p.m and 5.15 


possibilities of an armistice. p.m.; PPU. 
MAIDSTONE; 3 p.m. West Station; volunteers 
meet for women's March and Peace News 


Bond of Peace Pamphlets selling; PPU. 

The pamphlets by Eric Gill and Canon | SIDMOUTH; 4.30 p.m. Robin School; talk and 
Charles Raven are selling well, and before | discussion on “Peace and Monetary Reform”; 
long the other two pamphlets in this series WALTHAMSTOW: “Negotiate Now” campaign; 
will be available by Wilfred Wellock andj245 pm. Mass selling of Peace News (meet out- 
Middleton Murry. It is hoped that as wide |side Hoe Street Station in Selborne Road); 4 
a distribution as possible can be made and|P-m. Open-air meeting (Junction of Church 


Hill and Hoe Street; Pev. T. R. King and E. C. 
I suggest that every group secretary should Redhead: PPU. 


order as many as possible, if they have not| WORCESTER; 6 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
already done so. The pamphlets sell at 3d.| Sansome Walk; Gerald K Hibbert on “The Main- 
each and are most attractively printed. | tenance of our Ideals”; PPU. 

The Easter holidays come at the end of Sunday, March 17 

next week and all orders should be received | BOURNEMOUTH; 9.45 am. The Square; 10.30 
by head Office not later than Monday if }2-™. Floating Bridge; meet for walk to Goatham 


> , 4 joining Studland members and returning for 3 
delivery is required before Easter. p Mmibneetie WU! 


PAISLEY; 7 p.m.  Abstainers Hall, 10 Forbes 
Place: Mock Tribunal; No Conscription League. 
TOTTENHAM; 7.30 p.m.  Schoolroom, West 
Green Methodist Church, West Green Road; Test 
Tribunal; Methodist Peace Fellowship. 


Monday, March 18 
FRIERN BARNET; 3.15 p.m. Christ Church 
(Congregational), ‘Friern Barnet Road; Sybil 


address). 
As it is a free service we reserve 
the right to select items for inclusion. 
Notices received after MONDAY 
will in any case stand very little 
chance of publication. 


regularly ever since, held its 2ist meeting at 
Knowle Park Congregational Church on Thurs- | Morrison: Women's Guild. 

day, February 15, when Rev. R. Leslie Waterman |GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. Central Halls, Bath 
(Chairman of the Bristol FoR Branch) delivered ; Street; Rev. Lewis MacLachlan, Dr. John Win- 
an address on “The Weapons of OUR Warfare.” |ning, John L. Kinloch and Andrew White (chair- 
Questions and discussion followed. man): ‘ Negotiations Now"; PPU. 

The chairman and secretary respectively of |LONDON, W.1; 7.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
this group are: Rev. F. M Cooper, M.C., 55,] Memorial Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street; 
Brecknock Road, and R. Glyn Williams, 42, Stone- |Mock Tribunal; Fellowship of Conscientious 
leigh Road, Knowle. Bristol, 4. Eitner will be | Objectors. 
very pleased to advise young CDs. The next |SOUTHFIELDS; 8 p.m. Central Hall, Merton 
froup meeting will be on Wednesday, April 10. | Road: “Agree with thine adversary quickly 
Place and details will be announced Jater. whilst thou art in the way with him"; Maurice 
Rowntree. Rey. Martin E. Tupper and Gordon 

: (chairman); Society of Friends. 


Tuesday, March 19 
BRADFORD; 7.30 p.m. Textile Hall, Westgate; 
Wilfred Wellock and Cnr. John W. Flanagan 
(chairman); PPU. 

EALING; 7.45 p.m Friends’ Meeting House, 49 
Uxbridge Road; two speakers from British Union 
oa “Policy aims, and methods”; PPU. 


Doncaster Peace Stall 


NSTEAD of a poster parade on February 24, 

patifists in Doncaster hired a stall in the 
Market Place on which they displayed PPU 
posters, Peace books, pamphlets, and Peace News 
from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Some thousands of pamphlets of all kinds were 


given out and about 3ls. worth were sold. LONDON, W.1: 7.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard 

The stall-holders sought to get into conversa- | Memorial Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street: 
tion with passers-by. Many people passed the; PPU members meeting to discuss future pro- 
stall without comment, some were frankly hostile, gramme; those interested specially requested to 
but others examined the literature, and a few |attend; refreshments beforehand. Note no meet- 
welcomed the stall warmly and bought. A jing on March 26. Club closed. 
number of interesting discussions took place. RUTHERGLEN; 8 p.m. Rechabite Hall, East 

King Street; formation of area group; J. Gordon; 
. No Conscription League. 
Carmarthen, Meeting TOWER HILL; 1245 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
O* pobre 15 prep cheNe ae addressed | Rev. Pat Figgis; City PPU group. 
a meeting of the recently formed Car- ‘4 
marthen group. Although only 20 people were SO rte edn sins, March 20 
present, the piedying was highly successful, end Smithford fF niet Dea phe ee each ane: 
Mr. Bishop’s talk was very much reciated. rg eae Q eh mae 

A tote r thanlotwae Sect Dey DJ. ori Peace Terms’; Coventry Peace Move- 
Williams, and seconded by Mrs. Hughes-Griffiths, TER. 4 9 4 
a lady of German nationality. She emphasized Oo apbbata Sp tks c Sy ie ue Guild, Edu 
that none of her own people really wanted war. | KINGSTON-ON-THAMES: 7: f ; ; 

The Carmarthen gro is in its infan but it ; : 745 p.m. | Friends 
, arm n group is in its i cy, DUE It | Meeting House, Eden Strect; Harry E. Moore on 
is forming itself into a study circle and hopes to} « Germany, yesterday and today. The historical 
do some useful work in the future. background of the present German situation": 
PPU. 

Shepherds Bush Survives LEEDS; 7 p.m. Belgrave Youth Hall: Helen 
HE Shepherds Bush branch, which it was|Byles Ford and Dr. Kathleen Rutherford; 
thought at the beginning of the war might Crone 4 et pends Mt ti 
have to abandon its activity owing to the pro- Street: David Spreckley: PPUL ing House, Castle 
posed evacuation of many of its members, has YEOVIL; 7.30 p.m. The Park School, The Park: 
pom igre oe atigity, and ho'ds ope ey Mrs. D . q Weight and Stanley Hareceatas 
meetings on Mondays at 8 p.m. in Oaklands ew ye ; : 
Church Hall, Uxbridge Road. P (chairman); United Pacifist Group. 

On Monday, February 5, Mr. David Hurst-Hill, Thursday, March 21 
one of the Shepherds Bush members, read a very | DUNDEE; 8 p.m. PPU Room, 6 Panmure Strees; 
interesting and informative paper on “ William | COs’ meeting; Dr. T. E. Faulkner on “ Pacifism 
Penn.” and the New World Order”; PPU. 

On Saturday, February 17, the group ran an |GLASGOW (Knightswood); 7.30 p.m. Co-op. 
interesting and much appreciated film show. }|Hall, Linden Place; debate with PPU: No Con- 
This included the feature film “Are We Civi- | scription League. 
lized?" with Anita Louise in the cast. This|NEWTON ABBOT; 3 pm. Labour Club: E. C 
was followed by a PPU film describing interviews | Maddax; Labour Party (Women’s section). 
with George Lansbury and Stuart Morris. Thursday to Monday, March 21 to 25 

Any person interested in the Shepherds Bush | BOW; Kingsley Hall, Powis Road: Easter Con- 
branch of the Peace Pledge Union should get in}ference on “The Rights of Man’ and a New 
touch with the Honorary Secretary, Miss P. M. | World Order”; details from the Secretary, Kings- 
Hallett; 64, Adelaide Grove, W.12. ley Hall, Powis Road, London, E.3. : 
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EASTER NUMBER 


Please order early for next 

week’s issue, as publication 

will be one day earlier than 
usual. 


Sea edeesssesnancenessense 


Weer eheanecaPeaneeaseszes 


We Sell It 


Ourselves ! 


® 
Copies of “Peace News” ordered last week: 
36,461 (sold out). 
Last week’s donation to “Peace News” Fund: 
£7 Ws. 
Total of “Peace News” Fund to date: 
£544 7s. 2d. 


EMBERS of the Peace News staff now 
sell the paper in the streets during 


their lunch-time on Fridays. 
{ During the four weeks they have been doing 
so, sixty-six copies have been sold. There are 
about half-a-dozen sellers. Some are stationed 
at the shopping centre at the Nag’s Head, 
Holloway, and others at Camden Town. 

* * 

Miss E. Thickens, whose scheme for posting 
Peace News to telephone subscribers was out- 
lined recently, needs more helpers. Already she 
and her assistants are sending out more than 
seventy copies each week. Volunteers for 
joining in the task (in London or the Provinces) 
should write to her at 4 Northumberland 
Gardens, Syon Lane, Isleworth, Middlesex. 

‘ 7s * * 


. We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of a 30s. 
donation to the Peace News Fund from “ Ex- 
Soldier,” who did not give us his address. 

: We acknowledge 10s. from “ Rex” for Peace 
News, to be sent to ten addresses for four wecks. 


, The Peace News fund was launched to release 
for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union's activity the subsidy paid to Peac2 News. 
‘Though the paper is now self-supporting, the debt 
for the subsidy paid over several months remains, 
‘and we would therefore welcome donations of 
any size to enable us to pay it off as soon as 
possible. Individual acknowledgments will be 
sent. Cheques should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4,) 
—————$ 


PEACE NEWS 


4 
Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement Offices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157. 
Subscription Rates, home and abroad: 
Quarterly; 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes alt 
who accept the pacifist doctrine no matter what 
their approach. Its activity is not confined to 
the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive 
peace policy Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard:— 

I renounce waz and I will never support or 

sanction another. 

Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still less 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply en- 
dorsement of any views expressed or implicit 
therein or PPU connexion with the matter 
advertised.) Contributions are welcomed, though 
no payment is made. They should be type- 
written, if possible, and one side only of the 
paper should be used. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


To 


(Newsagent’s name} . 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS" 
to me weekly. 


Name 


Address 


as from issue dated 


Note to Newsagent :— 
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remedying of the economic inequalities 
which have so largely helped to produce 
war—free markets, access to raw materials, 
self-determination extended to people to 
whom we are at present denying it; these 
things being within our power to offer, 
can be stated definitely. 

The common mistake of those who 
oppose a clear statement of our peace aims 
is that they are thinking in terms of what 
we can get: they should be thinking much 
more of what we can give. And surely the 
straightest course toward peace is for us 
to declare here and now that we are pre- 
pared to give—and to give unconditionally, 
whether Germany is defeated or undefeated 
—because it is a gift the withholding of 
which has been one of the causes of war. 

To that end the shaping of proposals for 
a Federal Union of the States of Europe 
may serve as a help or a hindrance; but 
this is quite certain—if we propose to make 
Federal Union depend for its security in 
the last resort on war, then it is bound to 
fail, as surely as the League of Nations 
has failed. 

If Federal Union is to have any hope of 
success and of winning the support of the 
small neutral countries of Europe, all 
question of military sanctions will have 
to be eliminated. Confidence in the plan 
cannot be set up at the beginning; it can 
only be established by the experience 
perhaps of years; and with the failure of 
the League of Nations before their eyes, 
there is not the slightest likelihood that 
any of the small nations, such as Denmark, 
Holland and Belgium, would commit them- 
selves to such a plan of collective 
insecurity, for themselves, as the insistance 
on Military Sanctions against a recal- 
citrant or an outside power would involve. 


The One Condition 


It is useless to say, with the example of 
Finland before our eyes, that a nation will 
not go to war in the face of overwhelming 
numbers ; and however large a preponder- 
ance of military power a Federal Union 
might be able in its beginnings to assemble, 
it would not be enough to insure that a 
State as powerful as Germany might not 
resist its rulings and embark once again 
on war; and if: it did, those small contigu- 
ous nations would be the battle-ground for 
the conflict that followed. 

Let us remember that it was only owing 
to the lucky circumstance that the Allied 
Powers were driven back from Belgian 
territory by the victorious German advance 
in the last war, which prevented Belgium 
from becoming the devastated territory. 

There you have one of the most striking 
ironies of war—that, had we been more 
successful at the beginning, Belgium, to 
whose supposed rescue we came, might 
have been utterly destroyed. That is not 
merely a possiblity, but a probability, were 
these small nations to commit themselves 
to participation in a Federal Union which 
included Military Sanctions. 

Federal Union, therefore, has not the 
slightest chance of securing the co-opera- 
tion of the now neutral countries unless its 
constitution is fundamentally peace- 
minded ; and if the Peace Movement is to 
accept and work for the fulfilment of 
Federal Union, it can only be on the 
condition that all questions of Military 
Sanctions (and Economic Sanctions as well, 
the failure of which has also been proved) 
be eliminated from the plan. 


Advisory Bureaux 


Following are further amendments and addi- 
tions to the lists of Advisory Bureaux for COs 
already published in Peace News. Any similar 
changes should be sent to the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors, at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, and 
not to Peace News. 


Amendments 
BECKENHAM. Mr. F. Cammaerts, 32 Southend 
Road, Beckenham. 
BOURNEMOUTH. Leslie Goodwin, St. Antony, 
23 West Cliff Road, Bournemouth. 
CAERNARVON. D. Pritchard, Hafan, 
Road, Caernarvon. 
LEWES, C. E., Heathfield, Sandport Cottage, 
Offham Road, Lewes . 
LIVERPOOL. W. Henry Jones, 178 Bedford! 
Street South, Liverpool, 7. | 
STROUD AND MID-GLOS. CoO Advisory Com- 
mittee, Friends’ Meeting House, Nailsworth, 
Stroud, Glos. 


North 


Additions 
PINNER. Miss Evelyn Rickard, 49 Dawlish 
Drive, Pinner. 
WEST KENSINGTON. 
Gardens, W.14. 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE. Rev. Francis B. 
James, 21 Southside, Weston-super-Mare, 
Somerset, or call on Saturdays at 3-4 p.m. at 
Friends’ House, Oxford Street, Weston-super- 
Mare. 


Mr. Aldred, 85 Addison 


March 15, 1940 
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- The audience leaving the Queen’s Hall, 
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London, after the Peace Pledge Union 


demonstration reported on page 5. 


“PEACE NEWS” 


SELLERS FINED 


FOR OBSTRUCTION 


"THREE of the six people who appeared 
* on remand at Marlborough St. police 
court, London, on Monday, charged with 
causing an obstruction by selling news- 
papers at Marble Arch were Peace News 
sellers (not all six, as stated in error in our 


last week’s issue). 

In all but one of the six cases (which was dis- 
missed as no evidence was offered against the 
defendant) the defence was conducted by Mr. K. 
H. Digby of the National Council for Civil 
Liberties. 

Four of the defendants were dealt with to- 
gether: Stanley Smith and Ernest Charles 
Slattery, Peace News sellers, and Mrs. Margaret 
Bond and Clifford Munton, who had been selling 
the Daily Worker. The case for the prosecution 
was that there was a genuine obstruction as 
there were about 40 people selling papers or 
giving out literature in the space of as many 
yards, and that the congesticn at that particular 
spot was causing the police considerable 
embarrassment. 

They also alleged that the sellers thrust their 
papers at passers-by. This was denied, however, 
and Mr. Slattery demonstrated in the witness- 
box, with poster and paper, how he sold the 
paper. 

Mrs. Boyd declared that she had only just 
arrived at her pitch when she was arrested. The 
other three admitted being told to move off, 
which they did, but said they returned because 
they understood it was all right to do so, so long 
as they kept in the gutter and on the move. 


2s. 6d. Fines 


Mr. Digby suggested that the cases were ™ silly 
little cases” and that the police should be pre- 
vented from making “ these sudden and arbitrary 
raids” on people who were making lawful use 
of the highway. Each was fined 2s. 6d., however, 
with the alternative of a day's imprisonment, 
which meant that they were released on the 
rising of the court 

The case against David Spreckley, which was 
heard separately, was substantially the same 
except that he was alleged to have refused to 
move when asked two or three times to do so. 

When Mr. J. B. Sandbach, the magistrate, in- 
terposed to ask why he didn’t stay away when 
he heard that people had been arrested, David 
Spreckley replied that it did not follow that the 
police were right in arresting people. Mr. Digby 
also pointed out that it would make it impossible 
to contest the validity of such an action if people 
had to accept it just because the police thought 
fit to arrest people. 

Mr. Spreckley questioned the accuracy of the 
police evidence as to his remarks on being asked 
to move, denied that he was on the pavement at 
all, and contended that his conversation with the 
police was designed to discover in what way he 
was causing an obstruction and, if he was caus- 
ing an obstruction. how he could sel! without 
doing so. 

He was fined 7s. 6d. On his declaring that as 
a matter of principle (since he did not consider 
he had caused an obstruction) he could not pay, 
he was told he had 7 days in which to pay and 


an alternative of five days in prison. 

In cross-examining a police witness in the 
earlier cases, Mr. Digby asked what the reason 
was for “this sudden raid” and suggested that 
instructions had been given for it. The witness 
denied that he had nad any instructions and 
declared that he had acted entirely on his own 
initiative because the sellers were causing an 
obstruction. 

A Peace Pledge Union member who was at 
Hyde Park last Sunday told Peace News that 
people were again selling the paper, in the same 
way as had been done the previous week, but 
that the police took no action beyond mildly 
telling them to “ move along.” 


Towards the AGM. 


(Continued from page 3) 


steady and consistent effort. Plodding “ fowk.” 
who when they tackle a job can be relied upon. 
to see it through. So in our towns and dales the 
work goes on; like our cricketers, Yorkshire 
pacifists are “always on their toes.” 

It is our experience that whilst the majority. 
of people support the war because they can see 
no practical alternative. an impressively large 
proportion realize its futility. Though they can- 
not go the whole way with us, these people are 
sympathetic and will support much of our pro- 
gramme, such as the demand for an early peace. 
Aggressive propaganda of an anti-patriotic 
nature, however, alienates their sympathies and 
makes it more difficult for them to co-operate 
with us. So it may be that at present our propa- 
ganda will be most effective if we concentrate 
on sober methods of approach and put our 
emphasis on points of agreement with non-pacl- 
fists rather than on our differences. Qn the 
other hand. the education of our members must 
be as intensive and radical as possible, and our 
fellowship strengthened in every way. 

Remote and barbaric as Yorkshire may seem to 
those in the South—witness the request from 4a 
little girl living in London to her Auntie in 
Yorkshire, “Why don’t you come and live in 
England, Auntie? "—we Tykes none the less feel 
ourselves an integral part of the national move- 
ment, and are anxious to make our best contribu- 
tion to the common effort. “Watching the pence” 
is traditional with us, and so possibly our distinc- 
tive contribution to the PPU is to keep a prac- 
tical eye On its finances and organization. Appar- 
ently “cutting one’s coat according to one’s 
cloth” is not an accepted maxim throughout the 
movement, but to us sound finance is essential {0 
success. We wish to see the PPU income no 
longer dependent on the large gifts of the few: 
on raids on other funds or on repeated special | 
appeals, but steadily grow on the sacrifice of all 
its members. A prerequisite to such sacrifice 1§ 
the knowledge that the money is spent wisely 
and economically. and that waste is eliminated. 
In Yorkshire we have to “addle our brass "—We | 
can spent it too, but we do like to see value for 
money when we part!—and we hone that the 
1940 AGM will take a more critical interest that 
its predecessors in this aspect of the work. 


WAR COMMENTARY ; 


MARCH issue just out. 


Including articles cr the War and Future Peace, with special reference to 
Federal Union; a documented artic‘e on the colonies, “ Worse than War,” 


by Reg Reynolds, etc. 


No Pacifist should miss this issue of WAR 


COMMENTARY! 
(16 pages), 2d. (postage id.) 
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